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10 THE 
We Reverend FATHER, in eon | 
EF SN, A Te. 


Mad 


Lord Archbiſhop of canon, 40 


1 it plea your order, 5 


4 19 
* 


To accept of my moſt ſubmiſſive 
Addreſs to your Lordſhip, in in- 
treating moſt humbly your Grace's 
— of what is here publiſhed 
in Defence of thoſe Doctrines and 
Divine Truths our Church ever 
maintain'd, which is now bleſſed 
and adorned with 1o excellent a Per- 
_ as your Lordſhip at Hes 
0 it. | 

I have neither the Happineſs nor 
the Honour to be ly known 
to your Lordſhip, and do therefore 
molt humbly ask Pardon for my 
Preſumption in this Dedication, But 
when I reflect upon the great Cha- 
racter your Lordſhip, through the 
whe Courle of your Life, has ſo 
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J \ ( Th } 1 
deſervedly maintained, of the moſt 
fniſi d and conſummate Scholar; the 
unan{werable Defence of theſe Truths 
in your Lordſhip's Writings and 
Charges given to your Clergy; I 
- truſt your Lordſhip's Goodneſs will 
take this ſmall Treatiſe into your 
Patronage, and forgive not only the 
Deficiency'of the Performance, but 
myiown-too great Aſſurance, as be- 

ing utterly unknown; but take this 
Opportunity to do myſelf the Ho- 
nour, with all imaginable Venera- 
tion and Reſpect, to ſubſcribe my- 
ſelf what I ever was, and am, with 
the greateſt Senſe of Duty and Obes 
dience, © th 3 
ede, e 00 
Tour GRACE'S 


Nie Humble, moſt Dutiful, 


and moſt Obediem Servant 
and moſt Obedient Servant, 
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bis cravat, | as Publiſh 4 


Book without @-Preface : That 4 
not be thought unſaſbionable, 


. 


fore, I have wrote one befor 
little Treatiſe, and muſt own it is 


more out of Cuſtom than Neceſſey; 
for indeed I have very little to ſay, 
except it be that I impertinently tell 
the World, that the greateſt Part of 
what is now publiſh'd, was intended 
for the Preſs more than a Tear and 
half ago; but was laid aſide for ſome 
particular Reaſons, though from no 


one Confideration ſo. much, as from 


* own Ne of thoſe M 


f 1 chiefs 


. 


IEA cold us, That 4 Man had 
4, good go to Court without 


al wa 


(vi) 
chiefs nt ariſe from Diſputes, having 
wbſerved that Controverſies 


and Debgres in Matters: of Religion, 
eſpecially in Relation to the more 


myſterians Parts of it, hate tended - 


much more to the Detrimant, than 
td the Advantage of Chriſtianity. 
But when 1 found in the Publick 
mpeg iht the Author of Chriſtian 


aſſerted, had publiflh a De- 


fence of his Book; 1 thought it be- 


came me not te be any longer Silent, 
but according to my Office and & 


tion in the World, to do what lay in 
my Power (though ſomewhat late as 
it 10 to obviate the ſpreading Con- 
ragion of thoſe pernicious Doctrines 
it contains; the Author being more 
Audacious than any, not ſparing his 
God and Saviour ; but together with 
Fim in every others Parr, boldly 


 friking at the v itals-of Owiſtianity, 
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e full Anſwer therefore to this 
Aut bor, I have endeavour d to I 


luſtrate and Defend, theſe * fol- 


lowing Particulars. © 
Firſt. To vindicate the Diviniy 
of Chriſt, by proving; that He was 
truly and properly invok'd as God, and 
not worſhip'd with inferior medias 
terial Worſhip only as an inferior 
ſubodinate God, as this Author would 
have us believe. 
Secondly,—It i is proved t that chrif 
was Creator of the World, equally 
with God the Father, and not a mini- 


ſterial em only, as this Author de. 


clares Him to have been. 


thodoxy of Clemens of Alexandrinue, 
and of Origen ; but more particularly 


of the latter, us £0 12 Divinity of 
re 


Fourthly, 


Thirdly, —1 8 the C or. 


9 


—_ GY) - 
| {-Fourthly—The Divinity / Chriſt 
is maintained and proved from — 
a Well as Sacred Authority. 
Fiſthly.— The falſe Quotations, un- 
Warrantable Tranſlations, and Miſre- 
preſentations of the Primitive Writers, 
1 us Abuſed by this author, are detected 
r 
| "This being? the dier af what 1 
aw Neceſſary, and indeed more 
than was intended, I have. nothing 
do ay further, except it be to in- 
| + Ireat, that the Sincerity of my good 
Lentos, may make Way for the 
more eaſy Excuſe, of the Weakneſ 
. Deficiency of what 1 have done ; for 
i my Ten be. neither Len nor 
of Aut, my Heart is Honeſt, and that 
will eber be my Deſence let che e 
75 .v be what 91 wall. | 
2 62 


— 2 
2 — 


* ä — — 5 
—— — A rare oy — — — * * » 
* 
Fu 
* 
* 
* 
* 
— 


4 To 2 
—— 


Sr, 4 RIG n 2 * " K 
9 r CE W * , 
a 2 . ' tots. Aa. 22 7 2 TE IE 1 
. 9 a b ö * r 
. * . 0 * / 4 "wo 9 75 : 
Wes * i * "© TIED 2 2 
5 Li 4 LE 5 a 2 4 


Q W aſt * 
— 


— — 
OY 
— — —_— 


* 


4A * 
+ 


. * Wet 3521 v7) x 
4 - WAS C8 4 
Cy 


THE 


1. H E 
Abuſe of LIBERTY, 
The D E C AV of 


CHRISTIANITY, &. 


mbit und dg ſays 
Ariſtophanes in his Baſpa N. — 
Wboever this is he comes on 
with an undaunted Aſſurance e- 
qualling the audacious Sallies of a Centaur, 
Hand that he is uncommon, even monſtrous 
and frightful, will appear from the whole 
Courſe of his Writings, which are not only 
abſurd, inconſiſtent and impious, but indeed 


B falſe, 


«KA 
> 


falſe, abuſive, and reproachſul: He ſeems 
entirely to be loſt to a Senſe of good Man- 
ners, little conſidering that when the 
Scholar writes, the Gentleman ſhould guide 
the Pen, and that it highly reflects upon 
the Underſtanding of a Man of Letters 
to laſh out into ſcurribus and opprobrious 
Language, and is not only indecent in it- 
ſelf,” but equally betrays a Want of Ho- 
nour and Weakne/t of Mind; if my Lord 
Roſcommon's Obſcryation has any Truth 
in it, who, long ago has told us, that 

_ Want of Decency is Want of Senſe. 
The Truth of this Charge is but too 
apparent, from your ſcandalous and inhu- 
man Treatment of the very worthy and 
very learned Dr. Waterland, who with- 
out any Regard to Truth, Honeſty, or 
Candour, you repreſent under the moſt 
ignominious and infamous Characters, that 
are in the Power of Malice to invent, or 


that Humanity can ſuffer by by: Sure you 


never. read Terence, or the Scoundrel 


Davus would have taught you better 
Manners. 


Bona 


(3) 
Bona Verba queſo —— 
Says he to his Maſter, good Words I 
beſeech you, Sir, but you verify the Pro- 
verb there made uſe of, 
Vavus es non OE Jipur. | 
You are Davns ſtill and no Congurer. 


That Men ſhould behaye in ſuch an 
inſolent injurious Manner, at the ſame 


"Time they are pleading for Liberty, Mo- 


deration, Freedom from Cenſure, and Ex- 
emption from all Puniſhment upon Reli- 
gious Accounts, is to me a ſurprizing Con- 
fraditFion, and therefore cannot perſuade 
my ſelf they make uſe of this Plea with 
any other View, but to weaken the Autho. 
rity of the Magiſtrate, to ſap the Foundati- 
ons of Power, and to enervate the Validity 
of the Laws, and render all Diſcipline and 
Correction uſcleſs or tyrannical, as deſiring 
none but themſelves to be their Judges, 
that they might with Impunity be as licen- 
tious, as audacious and irreligious as they 
pleaſe. But I have done with this, for 
indeed the worthy Name and very cele- 
brated Character of the Perſon, gives the 
B 2 Lye 


(4) 


Lye to all you ſay and bids Defiance to 
your Reproaches. 

I ſhall therefore proceed to examine the 
Subject Matter of your Book, and that as 
ſincerely and candidly as I can. | 

In order to this I will begin with you 
juſt where you begin with Dr. Vaterland, 
and ſhall do what I can to maintain the 
Truth of that Aſſertion you there quote 
from him, and hope to manifeſt, that all 
Jou have ſaid againſt it, is falſe, unchri- 
ſtian and impious : Namely. in your gth 
Page, where you give us Dr. Ws Words 
Can thoſe who believe Chrift to be. God, 
and who: honour bim as ſuch, euer think 
it reaſonable or pious to hold Communion 
with Men, who by what they call inferior 
Worſhip, do thus manifefily diſhonour and 
degrade their God and Saviour denying his 
Divine Perfe7ons, adding likewiſe what 
be ſays in another Place—That Guilt is 
contracted by communicating with thoſe, 
who openly and reſolutely corr upt the 
Faith, knowingly or OR in vn 

portant. apa | 
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The whole of which is undoubtedly 
true; and what you ſay in Oppoſition to 


it, when examined, will tend rather to eſta» - 


bliſh than overthrow it : For ſay you, How 
do they diſbonour Chriſt, who honour him 
with every Title aſerib'd to him in Scrip- 
ture, who refuſe him not the Title of God, 


. tho'to be ſure not in Dr. Waterlands Senſe, 


the one God of Chriſtians: But is not 
Chriſt as much the one God as the Father, 


and the Floly Ghoſt as Chriſt, without any 


eſſential Diſtinction, Superiority, or Sub- 
ordination, but yet you would degrade 
Chriſt by giving him only mediatorial or 
inferior Worſhip ; I am at a Loſs to ap- 


prehend your Deſign in ſuch abſurd Poſe. 


tions, for if Chriſt be God, to worſhip 
him in a mediatorial Way only, is an ab- 
ſolute Diſhonour, and an inexcuſable In- 
dignity offer d him, and if he be not God 
to worſhip him at all is impious and pro- 

fane. | be 
You are pleas'd to ridicule the Orthodox, 
by calling them Tritheiſts, becauſe we aſ- 
ſert a Trinity of Perſans in one and the 
ſame Deity, yet you can never prove that 
| we 
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may call the Orthodox, the Appellation 


(6) 


we ſay there are three Gods, or any Thing 
that comes up to it: But vhatever you 


or Name you are to be diſtinguiſh'd by, 
muſt indeed be altogether new and un- 
common: Give me Leave therefore to 
ſalute you by the Name and Title of a 
Semitheiſt, ſince you make Chriſt to be an 
inferior ſubordinate God, or as from the 
Thread of your Reaſoning may plainly 
be gather'd, Half a God and half a Crea- 
ture: If then our Saviour be of ſuch a 


middle Nature, inferior to God, but ſupe- 


rior to all Creatures, I would gladly know 
of you, whether he was the only Being 
of that Sort, or whether any more were 
created of that M:ddle Order: And ſince 
you ſay you give him the Title of God, 
let us know what God he is, if not the 
one God of Chriſtians, 


With what View therefore you OT: 
Uſe of the Heathen Notions of Demon: 


or Middk inferior Godlings in your Plea 


for human Reaſon, upon which I wrote 
Remarks ſome few Years ago, ſeems from 
hence to be very evident, that in the 

ſtri& 


(7) 
ſtrict and proper Senſe of the Words in 
1 Tim, iv. 1. you might revive the Doc. 
trine of Demons, and make the Way to 
the utter Extirpation of Chriſtianity more 
plain and eaſy, by robbing it of that Au- 
thority and Eſteem that ariſes to all its 
Profeſſors, from a ſteady unſhaken Perſua- 
ſion of the unoriginated and eternal Di- 
vinity of its Author. — That he exiſted 
from all Eternity, and in the Fulneſs of 
Time became the great Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs, God manifeſled in the Fleſh. Thus 
will you adyance the moſt Heatheniſh im- 
pious Abſurdities, to maintain your B= 
pbemy and Infidelity, when you talk of 1 
an inferior J/orſhip to be given to Chriſt, 4 
as a ſubordinate inferior God : Thus would 
you by debaſing and depreciating the Di- 1 
vine Nature of Chriſt, ſupport and gra- 6 
tify the Licent iou ſucſi of a profligate Age, 


| and reſtore the Dominion of the Devil. . 1 
I would demand of you, whether Chriſt = 
whilſt he was upon Earth, was worſhipped 

b in an inferior mediatorial Way only, and 


that He was worſhipped with Divine 
f Honours from the Manger to the Croſs, 
and 


* e 
my i 1 - 0 — - thus 
- , —— Om  — — 


1 


and from thence to his Aſcenſion, cannot 
be deny'd ; or whether, when the Hof 
of Heaven was commanded to worſhip 
- Him, it was in a mediatorial inferior 
Way, the Words are, Worſhip Him, all 
ye Angels, or let all the Gods or Angels 
worſhip Him; as Pſalm xcvii. 7. and 
Heb. i. 6. This could in no wiſe be in- 
ferior mediatorial Worſhip; he was never 
intended to be their Mediator; for He 
too not upon him the Nature of Angels; 
or whether the Thief upon the *Crof7, 
though he ſaw his Human Nature in the 
ſame unhappy State with himſelf, was not 
convinced that He was really God, and 
Sovereign Lord both of Heaven and Earth, 
when, without any manner of Application 
made to the Father, he pray'd to Feſtus 
and ſaid, Zord, remember me when thou 
come ſi into thy Kingdom, Luke xxiii. 42. 
But indeed yourſelf, and ſome other Ad- 
vocates of the like Docłriues, as you have 
' almoſt entirely ſhut, him out of his King- 
dom in this World, ſo would you make 
Mankind es He has t no "ou? to x4 
in another. 
i Hue 
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However, before I take my leave of 
you in this Particular, I cannot but re- 
mark the very dangerous and direct Ten- 
dency this has to ſupport one of the moſt 
impious as well as abſurd Doctrines of the 
Church of Rome, in praying to Saints 
and Angels, as their Mediators, to preſent 
their Prayers (as you delight to expreſs 
yourſelf) to the Supreme CM. 
the Virgin Mary, the Mother of God, 
to intercede with her Son, to Saints with- 
out Number, to uſe their good Offices 
with both, that their Petitions may be ac- 
cepted, and their Neceſſities reliey'd, Here 
is a Doctrine then to vindicate——dJanta 
Maria, ora pro Nobis, with a witneſs ; 


for if Chriſt be a ſubordinate, inferior 
God, and to be worſhfpped only in an in- 


ferlok Way, the Papiſts witl not fail to 


make uſe of it to maintain their Practice in 
this behalf, and to juſtify their Worſhip of 
all thoſe canonized Saints the moſt ſuperſis 
tious Legend can contain. You would indeed 
ſometimes, by your Zeal againſt Popery, 
ſeem to compound for your Infidelity, and 
thereby compenſate for the Injury you 
C 


. have 
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have. done to the Chriflian Religion; but 
at the ſame time you publiſh, and adyance 
thoſe Do&rines. that directly tend to the 
Defence of their abominable Corrupt ions; 
for if Chriſt be only a Creature, the Pa- 
piſts will ſoon perſuade the World, that 
another Creature may have inferior me- 

digtorial Worſhip as well as he. 
And not only in this, but as well in that 
common Notion which is given out by 
225 Seeptice, and by your Help has ob- 
tain d in the World, That if 4 Man' 
Merali ity be juſlifable it is no Matter , 
what his Religion 4s, whether Chriſtian os 
nat. And why not a Papiſt then as well 
as any other? and ſhould a Dei/t charge 
any one of their Communion with their 
Dockrine of Tranſubſtantiation, might he 
not juſtly reply, tho“ I am ſo abſurd as 
to perſuade my ſelf that I eat my God, 
yet T am not ſo impious as to deny him. 
But thus it has been, and I fear ever 
will be, that corrupt Churches have Re- 
courſe to the Principles of Infidels for 
their Defence, and Infidelity, evermore 
dvalling and ONE: upon ſuch Corrup- 
tions, 
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tions, not with any Deſign to reform 
them, but indeed 'the more to aw and 


reproach rok gens O91 


Ia your 10th rage you „ e i 
without the leaft Exception, tho put in- 
terrogatively, That 'it is no degrading of 
Chrift by inferior Worſhip, to worſhip him 
not primarily, but in Fubordination io the 
one God and Father of all, to whom he is 
Mediator, and thro 05 therefore all 
our Prayers and Praiſes, ought prima- 
rily and ultimately to be be offer”d up to 
Cod the Father: This you declare to be 
your Rule of Worſhip, and if Dr. . 
were con ſ Nent i hs A it wonld be 
bis alſo.” 


And this you offer to maintain from 


Scripture, as in your 9fh and 424 Pages, 
firſt from Ep. iv. 6. One God and Father 
of all, who is above all, and thro all, and 
in you all, and from hence you exclude the 
Divinity of the Son, and deprive him at 
once of his Codbend, becauſe the Father 
is here ſaid to be above all. 


C 2 But 


(12) 


But let any unprejudiced Reader judge 

and determine, whether.theſe Words ought 
at all to be underſtood. in ſuch à Senſe, or 
can poſſibly be apply'd in this Manner, 
unleſs they are wreſted and. brought as it 
were by Violence to ſpeak what they ne ver 
meant or intended: for as there is hut one 
Lord or ſupreme Governor over, all, one 
Faith, one Baptiſm, wherein we are bap- 
tized 0 Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt,. yet not- 
withſtanding we are baptiz d in the Name 
of theſe three Perſons, they are but one 

God, who is Father of all, above all, 

thro all, and in you all, ſpeaking without 

the leaſt Regard to the Priority of Per ſo- 

nality, but as comprehending the fullneſs 

of the Deity, three Perſons and but one 
Cad; and this one God is the Father. of 

all, Tabla all, and in you all; and this I 

will maintain to be the true Intent of the 
Apoſtle in theſe Words, whatever. a Sa- 

bellian, an Arian or Deiſi may ſay to the 

contrary: This agreeing exactly with the 

End the Apoſtle had in View to eſtabliſh 

'Onity, and preventDiviſions in the Church, 

that 
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(13) 


that as the Church of Chriſt conſiſts of 


many Members, yet is but one myſtical 


Body, that as theſe Members are. admitted 
into the Church by one and the ſame Bap- 
ti ſn, that as this Baptiſm is in the Name of 


three Per ſons yet but one God, ſo let this 
remind you of the perfect Unity all Chri- 
ſtians ought to maintain amongſt themſelves, 


and ſerye as Examples to excite and inſtruct 


you to cultivate and improve it. 
Vour next Inference from the 6th of 
St. Matthew, ver. 9. is ſo wild and incon- 


gruous that no one can come into it: We 


have ſome what a larger Account of this in 
11. of St. Lake, who tells us our Saviour's 


Diſciples beſought him. to teach them to 


pray as John had taught his Diſciples; 
they are by our Lord commanded when 
they pray to ſay, as in St. Matthew, Our 


Father, &c. From whence you would in- 


ſert that no Prayer or Supplication ought 
to be made to the Sn, but primarily, and 
only to be directed to, and to terminate in 
the Father; and might not this Prayer as 
well be made uſe of againſt your media- 
torial Worſhi P, being it does not con- 

clude 
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use in che Name or Merits of Foſs 
Chrifts: But indeed our Saviour had no- 
thing at all of what you mention in View, 
doing this in Regard to the Jews, who 
at that Time had no Notion of a Trinity, 
and himſelf being equal in Godbhead with 
the Father, was equally honour'd in the 
A@of Supplication or Prayer; and to have 
taught them in any other Way might have 
| puzzled them more than it would have 
inſtructed them, and tended in the Main 
more to Confuſion than to the Furtherance 
of Piety and Devotion; and notwithftan- 
ding none but the Father is named here, 
yet the Sn is included and of Neceſſity 
imply d and underſtood; for in the Words, 
thy | Kingdom come, altho' immediately 
ask'd of and petition'd from the Father, 
and ſaid alſo to be hig, yet their true 
Meaning is, and they muſt be underſtood 
of the Kingdom of the Meſſiah; for as in 
your ietʒh Page, according to Or. 
. be Son being allowed to be of 
the ſame Nature with the Father, and 
equal in all eſſential Perfectious, whether 
_ directed to Father or Fon, the ſame God, 
the 


(15) 


the ſame divine Eſence is equally wor- 
ſhip'd and ador'd. 

To go on with this coherently, I aA 
paſs over to what you ſay in your 12056 
Page: The Scripture never directs us to 


pray to Chriſi or the Holy Ghoſt, but the 


Command of C bist and the Practice of hit 


Apoſtles concur in the offering up all Prayer 
and religions Worſhip, to the only true 
God the Father in the Name of Chriſt, 
who. is the only true Mediator between 
God and Man. And in your 125th Page, 
Toa affirm, that the ancient Church taught, 
that God the Father only ought to be invo- 
cared and worſhip'd in the higheſt, ſtrict, 
and proper Senſe of Prayer and Worſhip, 
i. e. 4s the original, primary and ulti. 
mate Object of all religious Adoration, 
Aud in your 126th Page, That Chriſt was 
invocated in a mediate ſubordinate Senſe, 
that he might as our Mediator offer up, 
and by bis Mediation render effettttal our 
Prayers to the one God and Father.” With 
what Face you can alledge this, unleſs 
you are loſt to all moral Truth, as well 
as the Truth of Chyi/tianity, T cannot ſee, 


4 


* 


(6) 


I:think'T have you faſt, as will aj 
both from Scripture, the Apoſtles, and 
the undoubted Evidence of Antiqus 2 and 
* againſt you. 

The firſt Text of genipture 1 ſhall aller 
is, Alls vii. 59. And they ſtoned Stephen, 


calling upon God and ſaying, Lord Feſus 


receive my Spirit. What God do you 
think he call'd upon but the Lord Je ſus, 


for God the Father is not mention'd nor 


invok'd, the Lord Jeſus is here expreſly 
invok'd as being in every Reſpect the true 


God: Nothing leſs than God the Father 


of Spirits, being able to receive the Spirit 
of any Man to take it into his Prareckion, 
and to compleat its Happineſi hereafter... 
Again, when our Lord appear'd to 
St. Paul at the Time of his Converſion, 
and Paul ſaid unto him, who art thou 
Lord? our Lord reply'd, 1 am Jeſus 
whom thou per ſecuteſi, it is hard for thee 
to kick. againſt the Pricks, even beyond 
all Imagination hard for ſome Men to kick 
ſo obſtinately as they do: And afterwards 
when our Lord appeard to Ananias, di- 
s him in a Viſion . to Paul at 
Tar ſus, 


rr 5 
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Tax/iis, being now «choſen Veſſel, Aus- 


niar does not immediately obey the Hes 
vendy Viſion, but rather ſeems to think it 


impracticable, by Reaſon of his having 
perſecuted the Church at Jeru/alem, as we 
read in the gth of the Ar, ver. 14. And 
that even there he bad Authority from 
the Chief Prieſts, to bind all mg call on 
thy Name. Or what more expreſs or di- 
re& Invocation can be than that of Barts- 
mus at Fericho, as we read Mark x. 47. 


Feſus thou Sox of David have Mercy on | 


me. Or that of his Diſciples when the 
Ship was loſt in a violent Storm, and all 
in Danger of being loſt, Lord ſave us, we 
periſh; as Mar. viii. 25. To theſe Proofs 
let me add that of St. Paul, 1 Cor. i. 2. 
Unto the Church of God which is at Co- 
rinth, to them that are fanttifyed in Chriſt 
Jeſus, call'd to be Saints, to all that in 
every Place call on the Name of Chriſt 
Jeſus our Lord or that in the 16th Rom. 
ver. 24. The Grace of our Lord Feſus 


Chriſt be with you all, Amen. Here 
without the Nomination of any other Per. 
ſon in the Holy Trinity, our Lord alone 
| 3% is 


( 18). 


is invok d, as the Conveyer of Grace and 
all Spiritual Aid and Comfort into the 

Hearts and Souls of Men : I ſhall ſum up 

all as to Scripture on this Head with one 

Text more, which I think is as full and 
comprehenſive as can be; 2. Cor. xiii. 14. 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and 
the Love of God, and the Fellowſhip of 
the Holy Ghoſt be wth you all, Amen. 

Here we ſee the Apoſtle gives the Son 
the Precedence or Priority, as placing him 
before the Father, and indeed no Wonder, 
the Three Perſons being coeternal and coe- 
gual together. 

Hlaying preſented you with theſe Texts 
of Scripture, I ſhall now proceed to the 
Teſtimony of Antiquity, and lay before 
you (out. of the great Number that might 
be produc'd) ſome few Evidences of the 
ancient Church, and a few indeed may do; 
for if you are to be recover'd from your 
Errors, thoſe are ſufficient to do it, and 
Volume upon Volume can have no greater 
Effect, as in the Caſe of Miracles, one 
Miracle being enough to conyince any 
Man, and Ten Thouſand put together can 

In 


do no more. 


(19) 

In Order to "repreſent this fully 42 to 
ſtate it clearly, it is highly neceſſary to 
enquire how the Primitive Church wor- 
ſhipped Chrif, whether in a mediatorias, 
inferior, ſubordinate Way only, or whe- 
ther as ab/d/ately and properly God. We 
will begin with the Liturgy of St. James, 
and ſee there how he inſtructed the Church 

at Jeruſalem to worſhip him, and with 
what Words or in what Manner they 
ador'd him. 

(i) In the Tre xth Page of this Kiturgy, we 
meet with the Deacons as they go towards 
the Altar, praying in the Words follow- 
ing — O only begotten Son and Word of 
God, that art immortal, and didſi vouch- 
ſafe for our Salvation to be made Fleſh, 
of the perpetual Virgin Mary the Mother 
of God, that waſt verily and indeed incar- 
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gate and crucified, Chriſti the very God, 

who by Death haſt overcome Death, being 

| one of the Holy Trinity, and art to be 

» glorified together with the Father and the 
Holy Ghoſt—Save ur. 25 

(2) And again in the 12th Page of the 

ſame Liturgy — Let all mortal Fleſþ be 

ſilent and ſland with Fear and Trembling, 

and let it not entertain an earthly Thought, 

for the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 

Chriſt our God comes forth to be ſacrificed, 

and given for Food ta all true Believers, 

Choirs of Angels go before him with all 

Principality and Power ;, the Cherubims 

Full of Eyes, the Seraphims with ſix Wings 

having their Faces veil'd, praiſing him 

and ſaying Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Halle» 
Juju Y 


(2) Pag. 12. ibid. E19noxmo mow of Borrelia, x chm 
tu gag g Tpijun, 4 wndy yilivr is l - 58 
Pamw; F famwirno, I KU, 7 Kuprubrnwy, Xpighs 
# Oils ide, mpoieyers οον,—/L db ue gd 
Tis mi N bias NN Tire, & xe F dyryinar, 0 
ions dy xs I; (Euler, Te ⁰¹⁰ẽñ. öfen x; ol Aa- 
vitoy ciel, mis les xrin]oa, I poor u e, 
| gnnaiie, &c. 4 J 
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ſubſtantial, coeternal, and inſeperably 


Chriſt, Son 


(21) 


(3) As alſo in the 33d Page, when the 
Prieſt lifted up the Oblations with his 
Hand, ſaying, O Lord our God the in- 
comprehenſible Word of God, who art come 


united with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
accept of our pure and ſincere Praiſes in 


* theſe holy Sacrifices of thy ſelf that are 


without Blood, and offer d by me a Sin- 
ner, Kc, 


( Solikewiſein the 41/f Page, the pro- 


pitiatory Prayer begins thus Lord Jeſu 
of the living God, the Shep- 
herd of the Lamb that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World and without repeat- 


of the Whole being ſomewhat long, con- 


© (3) Fag. 33. | ibid. Ko'prs 5 Ode par erg mihnals O47 
A 70 milpl, x md ai vii uan z ub, curddli x; 

d νẽe, opiates Ty <xbga7y Jus oy, iv mals anlass 4 
4 uu 07 dvoiass, od nr fi op pI, x, auf 
2 A (Rp TWIG. 

(4) Pag. 41. ibid. Ke Ind Ke, vid ri Os ine 
djurs i ,,,, & dg Tip dungriay Ts xo0hs ; and 
without repeating the whole, e ſome what long, con- 
cludes with theſe Words, zn A ©4ds ius, T7 h oþ 


er, 9 «glare, fam Juras, x; fi oi, he E 


wr * vdοα mi]pl, x; N Ci vviutan, Viv g 


dg 769 didras F duda. Amen, 
cludes 
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* N K — ——— — * 


(22) 


cludes in theſe Words, For thou art our 
Cod, the God that is. able to have Mercy 


aud to ſave, and to forgive Sint; . 


becometh thee, together with the unori- 
ginated Father, and the Spirit that gives 
Life now and for ever, and to the World's 

(65 There is one Thing more in this Li- 
turgy well worth obſerving, that in the 
Lord's Prayer which is a Part of it, notwich- 
ſtanding the Doxology which we read in St. 
Matthew in theſe Words, — Fur thine i. 
the Kingdom, the Power, and the Clem, 
for ever and ever, Amen; ſeems to be im- 
mediately directed and aſexib'd to the Per- 
ſon of the Father expreſs d in the Begin- 
ning, St. James makes an Addition f the 
Father, the Hon, and the Holy Ghoſt, as 
eſteeming the whole Tyiuit) to be included 
in the Father, and that therefore the Doxo- 
did of Right belong to each Perſon ; 
ſo very far was this holy Prelate, Brother 


of our Lord: and by St. Paul, Gal. i. 9 


honour d with the Title of an Apoſite, 


J Pines x. WAN 


(5) Pag. 32. Ti ede, x; N Vis, x) N die mTrauar®. 
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from thinking the Intent of that Prayer 
was to direct us to pray primarily and 
” Wl utimately to the Father only. | 


Y (6) Let me add to this a Prayer from 
„s. Baſs Liturgy, which the Pricit always 


{s (6) Lit. Baßl. pag. 59. Ouddt dE 73y be 
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read 
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read when the Cherubrical Hymn was 


No one that is enſlav'd to fleſhly Lnfts 
and Phaſures is worthy to approach unto, 


or draw nigh, or minifler to Thee, O 
King of Glory; for to minifler before 


Thee is great and terrible, even to the 
heavenly Powers, but as through thine 
unſpeakable and infinite Googneſ;, Thou 
waſt truly and verily made Man, and art 
call d our High Prieſt, and as Lord of 
all haſt given unto us a Part in this Mi- 
niſiry, to offer our Sacrifice whith is 
without Blood ; ſo Thou only, O Lord, 
art our God; Thou ruleſt over all Things 
both in Heaven and Earth; Thou walkeſt 
upon the Throne of the Cherubims ; Thou 
art Lord of the Seraphims, and King of 
Iſrael; who alone art holy, and abideſt in 
the holy Places: Thee, therefore, I adore 
and reverence, who only art good, and 
eaſy to be intreated. Look upon me, who 
am 4 Sinner, and thy unprofitable Ser- 
vant, and purify my Soul and Heart from 
an evil Conſcience, and enable me, who 
by the Power of thy Holy Spirit am ap- 
pointed 


625 


pointed to officiate in boiy Things, to pre- 
ſent myſelf to thy holy Table, and to ad- 
miniſter duly, thy pure and holy Body and 


\ precious Blood: To thee therefore I come 


bowing my Head and beſeech thee, that 
thou wouldſi not turn thy Countenance 
from me, nor reject me who am one of thy 
Servants, but ſuffer theſe Gifts to be 
offered unto thee, by me who am a Sinner, 
and thy unworthy Servant : For thou art 
he that offereſt, and haſt been offered, thou 
art accepted and art diſtributed Chriſt our 
God : To thee therefore do we give Glory 
together with the unoriginated Father and 
the Holy Ghoſt that grveth Life, now and 
for ever, and to all Eternity. Amen. 

It is further to be obſery'd, that one 
Argument which the ancient Writers made 


uſe of, and that more particularly to prove 


our Saviour Chriſt to be truly God, was 
taken from their daily praying to him and 
worſhipping him as they did God the Fa- 
ther ; (7) Origen is very expreſs as to this 


(7) Cum omnibus qui invocant nomen Domini Jeſu 
Chriſti in omni loco ipſorum & noſtro: cum ejus nomen in- 
vocatur, Deum, jeſum Chriſtum eſſe pronunciat, &c. 


E. who 


(626) 


who in regard to 1 Cor. i. 2. where we 
read, unto the Church of God which is at 
Corinth, to them that are ſunctiſied in 
Chriſt Feſus call'd to be Saints, to them 
that in every Place call on the Name of 
Chrift Feſus our Lord, Kc. From theſe 
Words pronouncing Feſis whoſe Name is 
call'd upon to be God, for, ſays he, zf to 
call upon the Name of the Lord and to 
adore God be the ſame Thing, as Chriſt is 
called upon ſo is he to be ador'd, and as 
we do offer Prayers to God the Father, 
the firſt of all the three Perſons ; ſo muſt 
we alſo to the Lord Feſius Chriſt; and as 
we do offer Supplications to the Father, 
ſ% do we offer the Supplications to the 
8 | Son, Kc. ws 
T | And (8) Novatian likewiſe, if Chriſt be 
only Man, ſays he, how is he preſent, being 
cal d upon, every where , ſeeing this is not 


(8) Novatian. de Trin. c. 14. Si homo tantum modo 
Chriſtus, quomodo adeſt ubique invocatus, cum hæc hominis 
natura non fit, ut adeſſe omni loco poſſit: Si homo tantum 
modo Chriſtus, cur homo in orationibus Mediator invocatur, 
cum invocatio hominis, ad præſtandum falutem inefficax 
judicetur: Si homo tantum modo Chriſtus, cur ſpes in illum 
ponitur, cum ſpes in homine malediQa reſeratur. 
och the 


(27) 


the Nature of Man, but of God to be pre. 
ſent at every Place: if Chriſt be only Man, 
why is a Mediator that is mere Man, 
calPd upon in our Prayers, the Invocation 
of a Man, being judg'd altogether ineffec- 
tual to obtain Salvation; if Chriſt be only 
Man, why is Hope repos'd in him ? ſeeing 
Hope in Man is ſaid to be curſed. 

 Agrecably to all which, ſays (9) Calvin 
in his Comment on 1 Cr. i. 2, bidding us 
obſerve that Chriſt is called upon by the 
Faithful, which is a full Proof of his 
Divinity, Invocation being one of the 
chief Acts of Divine Worſhip : Invocation 
therefore as here ns'd, imports the whole 
Profeſſion of our Faith in Chriſt, as believ- 
ing him to be very God; as in many Places 
of Scripture it is taken for the whole Wor- 

ſhip of God. | 

The ſame Author in like manner upon 
Eph. iv. 6. the very Text you have ſo 
greatly abus'd, having ſet it almoſt in the 
very ſame manner that I have, challenges 
either Arrian or Sabellian to oppoſe it: I 


(9) Calvin. in Locum, 
E 2 could 
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could produce a great many more E vi- 
dences in Defence of the Truth I am con- | 
tending for, but that IL am very well aſſured | 
they will be thrown away upon you, jour : 
inward Parts being very Wickedneſs be- 
cauſe ſo full of Infidelity ; and jour Throat a 
ſo. truly an open Sepulchre, that were I to | 
multiply Authorities, and even eram them | 
down, your. Throat, «they would be alto- | 
gether uſeleſs, forthe Stenchand Corruption 
they. would there meet with. would choak 
their Efficacy, defeat their Succeſs and : 
obfirutt their ConvitJion: What is here of- | 
ferd is very ſufficient ; becauſe any im- 
partial Reader may ſee from hence how 
I falſe and impious that is which you affirm in | 
4 your 120 and, 125 Page, That neither F 
43  Seripture, the Apoſtles, or the ancient 
2 Church, taught us to prey to * but God 
the Father. 
Thus have you taken your full n of 
1 Liberty, and I think toa fine Purpoſe: Had 
3 a Twrk us'd Mahomet in ſo vile a manner, 


. = queſtion whether his Tongue: had been 
2 left in his Mouth, to have ſpoke in his 
| a Defence the "oy after. 


* That 


(-29)) 


That Liberty "ſhould be allow'd Chriſti- 
ans to Worſhip God according to their ſe- 
veral Per fuaſions i is highly reaſonable; and 
What in all Natzons ought to be, but that 
they ſhould be indulged fo far, as with Im- 
punity to Degrade and Blaſpheme their 
God and Saviour, is intoletable, and calls 
for the Aſſiſtance of the Civil Potuer to 
ſupport the Dignity, and oniacain thee * 
n X enn ei. 
- Undoubtedly Liberty is the moſt ales. 


us'd, tends equally to ſecure the Hunaur 
and Authority of the Prince, as well as to 
promote the Welfare and Po ſperity of the 
People: However, ' ſometimes it may be 
expedicnt to put it under ſome gentle Ne- 
ſtraints; for we have ſeen the Abuſe of it 
cut of one King Head, and but very late- 
ly had ſhed its unhappy Influence ſo far as 
to inſtigate the People to behave ſomewhat 
inſulting towards His preſont Majeſty." © 

Moderation likewiſe is an admirable Vir- 
tue, but when abuſed tends to the Deſſruc- 
tion of all thoſe good Ends, it was origi- 
nally deſigned to 2 aid ſecure; and 


inſtead 


ble of all national Bleſſings, and if tightly 
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| (30) 
inſtead of doing ſervice to Religion, may 
beget Coolneſs and Indifference, and cauſe 

it finally to be neglected and contemn d; it 
being poſſible for a Man thro” the courſe 
of his Life, to be of fo many religious 
Per ſuaſions, that at laſt it may be indifferent 
to him whether he be of any, or rather make 
it his Option to be of none: And thus Ju- 
Helity has ſprung out of Latitude of Opi- 
nion; thus thro? Licentiou ſus ſa, the Minds 

of Men have been diſtracted, their Princi- 
ples unſettled, and Irreligion and rde 
have laid waſt their Souls. Bert! 
But to return, without making too Ae 
— * I find that nothing might be 

wanting to add Force and Strength to your 
Arguments, and as falſe as it is, incline 
the World to be of your Side; in your 
$oth Page, you will not allow Chriſt 
any Share in the Creation of the World, 
thus do you rob him of his Divinity, his 
Morſbip, and lis abſolute Right which he 
has by his Divine Nature without any De- 
pendency or miniſterial Subjection, to be 
with the Father equally Creator of the 
World. For, lay.you, the Ancients una- 
a9 ni ; nimouſly 


ar 
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imouſly underſtood the Word, or Chriſt, tobe 
he miniſterial Agent, who in the Creation 
the World, atted in Subordination and 
Obedience to the Sovereign Will and Com- 
mand of the Father as the Supreme God 
the Univer ſe. 


denying ſome to be Scripture, and interpre- 
ing away the true Meaning of others, in 
order to make them defend your impious or 
religious Purpoſes: The firſt you attack 
s Fohn i. 1, a, 3 —In the Beginning was 


vas in the Beginning with God, all Things 
vere made by him, Kc. Here you ſay, as 
in your 724 Page, are two different diſlinct 
livine Agents, two acting Beings, ac- 
ording to Dr. VV Senſe, who owns that 
s Perſon is an intelligent Agent, but not 
as you uſe it here, one of which Agents is 
here by you ſtiled the Word, the other God, 
abſolutely God; however as long as there 
« are not two Gods it is well enough, divide 
or diſtinguiſh as artfully and ſubtilly as you 

| pleaſe, 


To make the Way more eaſy for the Ad- 
niſſion of this, you fail not moſt miſerably 
o torture every Text that oppoſes you, 


he Word and the Word was God, the ſame 
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tion, or his being and appearing Per /onally 


(32) 


pleaſe, I mind it not: The Evangeliſt here 
declaring the Eternity of the divine Na- 
ture of the Son of God before his Incarna- 


in our Nature, teaching us to believe that 
the Word or Perſon, incarnate, or made 
Fleſh was very God from all Eternity. (10) 
And this is the Senſe Clemens of Alexan. 
dria underſtood this Text in, for in bis 
Explication of it, he calls the Word tht 
Divine Original of all Things, and that the 
Word Chriſt was the Cauſe of our Exiſt- 
ence for be was then in God, a Being in 
a Being, namely the Ward which created 
all Things: Not as you ſay in your 726 
Page, the Meſſenger, Word, Angel, ot 

Repreſentative, of the moſt High God 
but very God of very Cod in - dwell, 
all the fullneſs of the Godhead Bodily; 
Neither as you continue to ſay in your 
74h Page, that he ated Miniſterially ai 


(10) Clem. Alex. Cohort. ad Gentes, pag. 6, 7. Ed 
Pott. — In ue Ir q d. aN 
Sela 7 Mit iy N e — imd 6 Oy 76 en a. 
in 6 xiy@, J, ir 3s n, Oy, nen impdin, 
T n Wenn. —— 


the 


(33) 

the Angel of God and Word of God—and 
then as F the third Verſe, where it is ſaid 

ell Thmgs were made by Him ; this you 

fay implies no more, than that He was the 

miniſſerial Agent by whom God made the 
World, whence it is inferred, that He was 
| really Subordinate in Power and Author ity 
to him who is ſtiled ( 04.) God ab/o/utely, 
and who by original, ſupreme and unde- 
74v'd Power made all Things by his Word: 
And in your 77th Wes 7 you make Chriſt 
a middle Perſon, ſuppoſing a Medium be. 
tween an anoriginated God and a Creature, 
and then appeal to the Senſe of the antient 
Church, leaving the Reader to judge 4 
whether your Ex plication be not agrecable i 
to it. 


Iabide by what Dr. V. has ſaid, as in your 
74th Page, that He is the ſame God with 
the Father, and that this was the Senſe and 
Language of the antient Church : I alſo 
adhere to what Dr. V. you ſay maintains 
in his 470th Page, That Chriſt is the ſame 
God with the Father, very God unori- 

F ginated 
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(34) 


ginated- and ſliled the Creator, and will in 
Contradiction to what you affirm, produce 


ſuch Tcftimoniesas may convince any Reader 
how much you are in the Wrong, and that 
the Ancient Church is entirely againſt you: 


Before I do this, I ſhall briefly remark 
your Quotation from Origen (11), and ob- 
ſerve your empry Criticiſm touching the 
Article, from the want of which you 
would infer that our Sayiour was God, 
but not abſolutely God, as Page 78 and 79. 
as alſo your falſe Tranſlation of the Word 
dywrire, which you render unoriginated, 
whereas the Word ſignifies unbegotten, and 
then it would be, as it ought, the unbegotten 


Author of the Univerſe; the better to di- 


ſtinguiſn the Father from the Sn the be- 


gotten Author of the Vni ver ſe, being be- 


gotten by the Father before all Worlds, 


and was verily God manifeſt in the Fleſh. 


And that Jeſus Chriſt is ſaid to be un- 
begotten according to his Divine Nature, 


_ (11) Vid. Chriſtian Liberty aſſerted, Page, 78. 
or 


(3) 


or as you ſtile it, anotigjnated, and that he 
is alſo ſtiled Creator, and ſaid to be very 
God, as properly, as abſolutely, and as 
expreſiy as God the Father, I ſhall now 
make appear from uncontralable Evi- 


dence, 


As Ignatius (12) in his Epiſtle to the 
Church of Smyrna, 1 glorify Feſis "on 
who is Cod and has made ye ſo Wiſe 5 and 
in his Epiſtle to the Romans, (13) moſt 
agrecably to what. St. John ſays. c. xiv. 
v. 9 He that has ſeen me, bas ſeen the 
Poker. Tan in the Father and the Fa- 
Li in me: ſo ſays this Primitive Martyr, 
Feſi ſus Chrift our God, appears the more 
by exifing in the Father : And again in 
th Epiſtle « to the Epheſians (14) there is 


5 (la) Ign. Ep. ad Smyrnzos, Ed. Oxon. P+ 1, Actats 


| Ino Xeuey ey Gir, dy du dh, ongiony ma. 
(13) Ignat. Ep. ad Romanos, pag. 37. Ed. Oxon. 0 


= 38 Ons iuũ- Inous Xewds i mile? bv armor gala u. 
(14) Ignat. Ep. ad Epheſios, Ed. Oxon. Þ. 14. Eis 
＋ 540 pö NW, angie: Tei rumd, Jaws 9 dyaryne,, 


i oupxi Y O ix Macias x; in Ot. 


Yr : one 


(636) 


one Phyſician both of Body and Soul, be- 
gotten and unbegot ten, or as you Tranſlate 
the Word wnoriginated, God that was made 
Fleſh of Mary and of God: and Fuſtin 
Martyr (15) in his Dialogue with Try- | 
_ pho, ſtiles our Saviour, God that was cru- | 
. cified, 


And the ſame Juſtin in another Place 
ſays, He is very God of very God (16), 
Neither can I be perſuaded, but you muſt 
remember how the old Heretic Artemen 
ſaid the Chriſtians did (b) Jay that 
Chriſt was God. And if my own Memory 
doth not deceive me, though I believe I 
may truſt to it, did not Libanius the 
Sophiſt cut off Derifion, and by way of Re- 
flection upon the Chriſtian Religion, ſay, 
Toy in rανν,⁰àrbpo v Oed To weide bet rade 

| That there was a Man came out of Pa- 


wh, mo, Wwe gs” + We hi of am, A ws 


(15) Inſt. Murt. Dial. Terre p. 286. oct 
Ed. Jebb. 

(16) Gs S. Dial. Tryph. p. 371. Ed. Jebb. Apol. 
4. 4. p. 123. A5 nnn vv 73 O, 4 G., 
dN. Ed. Grabe. 


— 
— - 


leſtine 


(37) 


leſtine, who the Chriſtians affirmed to be 
God and the Son of God : And as the 
learned and admirable Biſhop Pearſon (1 7 
obſerves, the Ancient Chriſtians always i in- 
voked and addreſſed themſelyes in their 
. to Chriſt by the Name .of God, the 

Name of Lord not being in Uſe till it was 
brought in by the Hereticks of lates 


Ages. 


1 have more to 8 you Vith from 
the Centurics immediately following, but 
will firſt examine your Quotations from 
Origen, and that as to your Tranſlation, by 
which I perceiye you are very fond of the 
Expreſſion Abſolutely God, though there 
is not any one Word in the whole Sentence 
that ſignifles Aſeluteh. except and, 
and this as it, relates to the. Word ©, to 
let us know, that this Word is put by it 
ſelf barely without the Article, nothing 
further being intended in jt; but be this as 
it will, in your Marginal Comment you 


_ (17) Pearſon, Annct. in Sancti Ignatii Ep, ad Smyrnceos. 
fait 


(33) 

fail — 1k declate, that it is evident the 
igen was, that God the Father 
ery Gy abletately God over all, and the 
Word barely ſtiled God, as Page 78— This 
is far from the true Meaning of the Text 
in St. Joby, neither does Origen —. 
any ſuch Thing. To make this appear, I 
will tranſctibe the Words from our Greek 
Teſtament— x ©4i 3s 3 A9, not (3 ©42,) but 
barely God without the Article, and I think 
better ſo than any Way; for had it been 
with the Article, it might have ſeetned to 
denote the un e and unoriginated 
God; and fo might have been uſtd Here- 
tically—thix' God the Father was the Word 
that was made Fleſb ; but St. Jubi intending 
to prove the Divinity of the Sn tllat was 
the Perſon incarnate, leaves out the Artieſe, 
faying only that He alſo was God, ad dt to 
Hit Divine Nature the ſame with God 7+ 
Father : And Origen, 1 dire fay, meant 
the ſane, as is evident from his 2 Bok 
againſt C?l/ur, Pige 310 4 


— the ſame Manner in your 94th 
Page, 


2 5 


PEP av. fro. nr i... Ds 
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Page, you treat the Words of St. Pau 
in Rom. ix. ver. 5. where ſpeaking of the 
from whom our Saviour was de» 
ſeended according to his human Nature; 
of whom, ſays the Apoſtle, as concerning 
the Fleſh Chriſt came, who is over all God 
bleſſed for ever, Amen. Here we find 
barely (ea God without the Article, 
meaning Chriſt or God the Son to be God 
over all, contrary to what you ſay, in your 


78h, Page, and indeed in diyers other 


Places, that God the Father only is God 
abſolutely, or the God over all, 


This Text however, after you have admit- 
tedit, though with abundance of Difficulty, 
as we read it in the Original, yet in your 
94th Page, you would make us believe, 
that it may be well underſtood as a — 
logy to God the Father, for ſending Chriſt 
in our Fleſh to redeem us: but this can neyer 
be the true or only Reaſon for ſuch Thankſ/- 
giving, for if we take the Text rightly as 
it refers to the Fews, they are exhorted to 
give Thanks to God not ſo much © becauſe 


Chriſt 


- 


(40) 


Chrift was come into the Fleſh, and for no 
other Reaſon, but as much in that according 
to the Fleſh He came of the Fews to the 
undoubted Honour and Glory of their Na- 


* % * 


To ſpeak further to this, and if you will 
give me leave for once to become a Criteek 
myſelf, I will make the Article refer 
immediately to ., and tranſlate the Parti- 
ciple as it is in the Original, and the Verſe 
will run thus, of whom concerning the 
Fleſh Chriſt came, being the God over all, 
bleſſed for ever, Amen. Or if the imme- 
diate joining the Article to the Word, ed; 
will ſupport it, as you ſeem deſirous to have 
it ſignify and denote—being ( Abſolutely) the 
God over all bleſſed, for ever, Amen. 


This Title of being God over all you would 
limit to the Father only, as of Right be- 
longing to none but Him, as may be ſeen 
at large in your Book ; but undoubtedly, 
and in Spite of all your perverſe Interpre- 
tations, Chriſt or God the Son is ſaid to be 


(41) 


| as Ab/olutely God over all as God the Fa 


ther can be. And in this Senſe theſe very 
Words were underſtood and apply'd againſt 
Arrius in the Nicene Council, for ſays A. 


thauaſius, (18) upon repeating the Words 


of St. Paul, did you not ſee the Apoſtle 
acknowledge Him who is born of the Seed 
F David to be God over all? Says Arrius 
to this, Are you not afraid to call a Man 
God over all? Athanaſius replies, Paul was 
not afraid neither am J. for I ſee in Part 
a Divine Diſpenſation. What Diſpen ſa- 
tion ſays Arrius? Athanaſius anſwers, of the 
Incarnation of Him who is God over all; 
and this is the true and genuine Meaning of 
the Words, whatever Art you may ule to 
miſrepreſent or pervert it. 


(18) Athan. Archiep. Alex, in Niceno Concil. contra 
Arrium Diſput. p. 125. Ed. Par. "Ogggs zun wy 6 adv n 
mayTwy olds e in anipual@® Aupil A At. 
ee bog n Mm. Geb N D d pony, Amr. 
IIa O ur igoBnty N ig Sec dj, im BN in wie 
Thy an Ots e %ẽuM Tl Utxoyopay —————if6 , 5s 
mu Twy O way $9.9 T1005 


G I 
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I ſhall now return to your other Quotation 
from Origen, (19) as it ſtands in your 76th 
Page: And do you think you have not ated 
baſely here? for in your Tranſlation you. 
have theſe Words— Abſolutely, Self-c xi- 
flent, Communication; whereas there is not 
one Word in the original Greek that ſignifies 
either of theſe ; but I find you car not what 
Riſque your Learning or Rep utation rans, 
ifyou can but ſerye the Cavie of Infidelity, 
and gain Proſelytes to your blaſphemous 
Opinions; There is, indeed, a Word that 
ſignifies Participation, but then Partici- 
pation and Communication are very dif- 
ferent, the one being a remote likeneſs to the 
Divine Nature by partaking faintly of ſome 
of its Per fections, as the Angels are ſaid 
principally to do; the other is an Admiſſion 
into it by a joirt Union with it, and which 
cannot well be conceiv'd without being of 
it at the fame Time. 


Thus you calt about every Way to de- 
fend your wicked Doctrine, but too plainly 
(19) Vid, Chriſtian Liberty aflerted, p. 79. ad 

oY to 


I 


(4) 


to * ſeen in almoſt every Page of your 
Book, That Chriſt is a middle Perſon, or 


4 Creature, or like a Demon, an in Ferior 
ſubordinate God, 


I preſume that what you have given us 
in this Place from Origen, is brought with 
a Deſign to confute what you ſay Dr. V. 
aſſerts in his 31oth Page, and as in your 
77th, that Origen s Orthodoxy in the Ar- 
ticle of ChriſPs Divinity, bath been a- 
bundantly vindicated and cleared from all 
reaſonable Exception; and indeed it was 
no very difficult Matter to do; for that 
Origen was entirely Orthodox in that Parti- 
cular, will appear at large from theſe Paſ- 
ſages that immediately follow, as in his 
fourth Book againſt Gel/us, where reciting 
the Words of St. Fohn, (20) in the Begin- 
ning was the Word, he ſays, that very 
Word is God who came unto us. 


(20) Origen. con. Celſ. Lib. 4. p. 164. Ed. Spen. 
Od; g 4978: wy bp xt rus mphs Hed 


G 2 And 
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And in his fifth Book againſt Celſus (21) 
he calls Chriſt the living Word and Cod; 
ſo likewiſe in his third Book againſt Cel- 
ſus, (22) concerning Jeſus Chriſt I may 
ſay, that it was greatly to the Advantage 
of Mankind to receive Him as the Son of 
God, being God indeed, who came to us with 
4 human Soul and Body. 


— 


To this we may add, what he ſays in hi- 


ſixth Book againſt Cel ſus, (23) where, after 
he hath ſet before our Eyes the groſs Dark- 
neſs and miſerable Ignorance of the Gentile 
World, telling us that this Darkneſs was 
diſpelled by our Saviour, inaſmuch as He 
enlightened our Minds by leading and di- 
a us to the T — and by 9 


* 


21) n * v 65 Orig. con. cen ib. 5, 
pag. 233. Ed; Spenc. N 

(22) 1 3 naß, iii 47 1 — Nv 70 
aber 1e, mae durey, ws Uidy Ots, ©4w, 
DnAv2Srm i Ahe gun Y eh.. Orig. contra 
Cel. lib. 3. pag. 128, Ed. Spenc. 

(23) — g, en, 6 Ges, Inos. Orig: contra 
Cel. lib. O, pag. 321. Ed, + Sq 


all 


(45) 


all that would be ſaved to the Knowledge 
of the unbegotten and great God over all; 
then after a Repetition of theſe Words from 
St. Matthew, c. iv. v. 6. The People 
which ſat in Darkneſs ſaw great Light, 
and to them which ſat in the Region and 
Shadow of Death Light is ſprung up, 
namely, the very God Je ſus. 


This is ſo plain to all, that it cannot with 
any Appearance of Truth or Reaſon be 
contradicted ; ſo that we muſt be perſuaded, 
that Origen believed our Lord to be ab- 
ſolutely the God of the Univerſe, or the 
great God over all; for faith he, in bis 
ſixth Book againſt Celſus, (24) It is not 
my Doctrine to teach, that only the God and 
Father of the Univerſe is great, and none 
elſe ; the only begotten and Firſl-Born of 
every Creature being as He (God) Him- 
ſelf, and equally partaking of his Majeſty. 


Without multiplying Authorities there- 
fore, I am fully fatished that Dr. Jater- 


(24) Orig. contra Cel. lib. 6. ut ſupra, Ed. Spenc. 
land 


(46) 


land is altogether i in the Right, by aſſerting 
the Orthodoxy of Origen as to the Divinity 
of Chriſt, and ſhall ſum up all with what 


Socrates ſays of Origen, (25) that He al- 
ways declared the Son was Coerernal with 
the Father, which he could never have done 
had He thought there, had been a Time 
when Chriſt did not exiſt, or that he was 
in any wiſe a Creature, or an inferior ſub- 
ordinate Cod 


I ſhall not go to account for all that 
Orig en has ſaid, or indeed any of the An- 
cients ; they may Miſtake and Err in ſun- 
dry Particulars, and be far from being ſo 
exalt as we could wiſh ; but then their 
Miſtakes you always enlarge upon, and 
manage them ſo as to make them turn out 
to your Advantage; and wherever you meet 
with them, I queſtion not but you make the 
moſt of them ; for you ſeem to me to take 


Pleaſure in ala Aae ous 


(25) TEA 7 m; di 005 TY 5 Ae ed 
— durey at * vel. . Soerat, | Keel, Hiſt, 
lib. 6. c. 13. Ed. Vul. | 

and 


(47) 


and collecting the unguarded Expreſſions, 


that ſome Time or other, either through In- 
advertency or Fatigue in Study, will un- 
ayoidably fall from the Pen of the moſt ac- 
curate and moſt cautions Writer. And cer- 
talnly Origen, if any ought,to have ſome Al- 
lowance made him in this Behalf, as being a 
very laborious and voluminous Writer; all 1 
deſire is that you would not make them more 
erroneous than they are, by Mi/repreſenta- 


tions, falſe Tranſlations, puzzling Conſtruc- 


t10ns,or remote and abſurd Applications; uſe 
them fairly and honeſtly, and we will truſt 
to them, and ſhall not be afraid of the ut- 
moſt Efforts you ſhall make. 


In the next Place, that our Saviour might 
not be any other than an inferior ſubordi- 
nate God, that he might not have the leaſt 
Share in the Creation, unleſs it be as a 
Servant miniſtring to the Creator, and by 
Him employ'd in a miniſterial Agency, as in 
your 84th Page, where you give us another 
Taſte of your Learning and Sincerity, in 
your Quotation from Clemens Alexandri- 
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nus (26) in your 81ſt Page, and in This 
you act very unfairly, by leaving out Part 
of the Text in St. John. i. v. 3. the whole 
being recited by that Author, as it is in the 
Original; but you omit (and without Him 
was not any Thing made that was made) 
thinking that ) Him were all Things 
made, without the other Part, would ſerve 
beſt for your Purpoſe in order to maintain 
what you affirm, that. he made them as a 
Servant in Obedience to the Command of 
the Father: But does not this Author ſay, 
the Unbegotten and the Firſt-Begotten were 


the ſame God, that there was but one God 
| who created the Beginning of all Things, 


meaning thereby, the Firſt-begotten Son, 
by whom alſo is to be underſiood the God 
that, according to Moſes, created the Hea- 
ven and the Earth. | 


(26) "Em 5 is wiv To dẽãjav, & myTnxpdmoe Ons 
i 5 g 70 meander, oi m aver, x, woes 
aug three ud i = , Gym ig 6 O49, dc dplv ay 
d miyTuv {roinaw, jnruwy Tov apwtiy ory yidv, &c. Clem- 
Alex. Strom. lib. 6. pag. 769. Ed. Pot. 


Yet 


ww A 


7 wen. 
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Vet from hence, as clear as it is againſt 
you, you would infer, as in the Margin of 
your 81ſt Page, that this Author believed 
the Son to be a Creature. J am ſure you ne- 
ver read him, or if you have, your A, 
ſurance in ſaying ſo, exceeds your Impiety ; 
and that is almoſt impoſlible. 


But that Clemens of Alexandria was veri- 
ly perſuaded of the real Divinity of Chriſt 
is eyident from a great many Paſſages, but 
more particularly from the firſt Book of 
his Pædag. (27) c. 8. where ſpeaking 
upon St, John i. v. 1. In the Beginning was 
the Word, he adds by Way of Expoſition, 
the Word was in God and God was the 
Word, ſaying further, that God hateth no- 
thing, not the Word, for they both are one 
and the ſame God. 


(27) 'Oudiy des fund v d Ot a1)" budb "aw Te 
ay i 33 dupe, 4 Oed in dam, E dpi 6 ney @ IV 
&% 15 Hd x, ws d d 0% -. Clem. Alex. Pædag. 
lib. 1. Cc. 8. pag. 135. Ed. Pott. 


H And 
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And in chap: xi. of the firſt Book of 
his Pædag. (28) he tells us, We have but 
one true, juſt, and good Schoot-Mafter, 
Feſus the Mord of God, the Son who ts 
the Image and Likeneſs of His Father; 
this Divine School. Maſter is worthy of be- 
ing believed, being adorned with three 
Things that are exceeding beautiful, Knows 
ledge, Benevolence, and Authority to ſpeak 
boldly: and quickly after, fo far from e- 
ſteeming Him a Creature, or an inferior 
Miniſter in the Work of the Creation, that 
he calls him God the Creator, expreſſing 
it by a Word more full and ſignificant than 
any, Oi, Ahuupye, not zg, or rumd, 
Words whoſe Meaning may be criticis'd a- 
way; but a Word that ſignifies no leſs thah 
the great and mighty Creator of the Uni- 
verſe; for ſays he, He is Knowledge, be. 
cauſe the Wiſdom of the Father; Autho- 


(28) Or ion 8 uns ws 3 dams, Wi dren. 
#Z1oms e d d mudiryuys; i Tos ngrNignts zan c 
l/ mei un, iurolc, auß fcb · Smeiuuj wah, In ovp 8 
r nee 3 In Side x nuns. Clem. Al. 
Pxdag. lib. 1. c. 11. pag. 155, 156. Ed. Pott. ; 

| rity 
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rityto Teach and Infirut, becauſe He is 
(on, dhe) God the great Creator. 


Let me add to this what Athanaſius ſays 
in his ſhort Tra& againſt Paul of Samo- 
ſata, (29) That the Word or Son of God 
was the Creator of. all Things, and that in 


| the: Begiuning He created Man in his own 


Lakeneſs, Kc 


Agrecably to all which, we cannot but 


be perſuaded, that the Premitrue Church 


beliey'd our Saviour to be Creator of the 


World equally with Cod the Father. For 


notwithſtanding our Creed teaches us to 
make Profeſſion of our Faith by declaring 
we believe in God the Father Almighty 
Maker of Heaven and Earth, yet we are 
not to conclude from hence, that theſe 


Words, Maker of Heaven and Earth, are 


ſo appropriated to the Father, as to belong, 


to none elſe, and exclude the Sou; for the 


(29) 0 3 Te Ji e. Nyunpss wr F Auen. 2 
d tao m Thy i duni lions v d nemme iE de. Athan. 
Arch. Alex. contra Paulum Samoſa. pag. 594. Ed. Par. 


H 2 Church 


(52) ; 


Church in the four firſt Centuries, believ- 
ing the Son to be Creator equally with the 
Father, had not theſe Words in their 
Creed, neither are they to be found in any 
of the ancient Creeds, no not inthat Form or 
Confeſſion of Faith which Arrius himſelf 
delivered to Conflantine; (30) the very firſt 
Forms or Confeſſions of Faith we find them 
in, being that of Mril of Jeruſalem, and 
that which Epiphanius gives us in his An- 
choratus; and from the Council of Con- 
Rlantinople (which was held in the Time of 
Cyril of Jeruſalem) was tranſmitted to the 
Latin Church, from whence it was de- 
livercd down, and | became a. ſtanding 
Article of our Faith in all the EIN 


| Churches. 


From all which put together, it is ma. 
nifeſt as Light itſelf, that the Primitive 
Church ne ver thought Chriff to be any o- 
ther than very God, that He was in vol d 
and worſbipped with all due Adoration and 


(30) Biſhop Pearſon on the Creed, on theſe Words, Maker 
of Heaven and Earth, p. 47. 


Honour 


3 


633) 


Honour equally with God the Father, that 
He was ſo far from being thought to 20 a 
miniſterial Patt only in the Work of 
Creation, that by the moſt complete and 
learned Writer of the two firſt' Centuries, 


He is tiled, expreſly, God the Creator. 


And if He was not God the Creator 'as 
much as the Father, pray tell me what 


Qualification He muſt have to render Him 
capable of acting as He ought in ſo high 
an Office. Nothing but an Infinite, AL 


mighty, and Self-exiſlent Power can create, 
and. whoever is ſuch, is undoubtedly God; 


and if Chriſt was not ſuch, He was in nad 
wiſe Equal to the Undertaking. In Mat- 
ters of this World, we hold it abſurd for 
any Perſon to employ another in his Af- 
fairs that has neither Knowledge nor Abi- 


lity ſufficient to undertake it; and the more 


weighty the Affair is, the greater Care 


ought to be taken. Now if nothing but 
the one God ſupreme over all can create, I 
am ſure any inferior or ſubordinate God or 


1 perfect than Himſelf, can — 
0 


( 
no Uſe in the Work of Creation; if there 


were any ſuch Being, what Hereticks or 
Jufidels He might make I cannot ſay, or 


what monſtrous Produttions by their Help 
might be attributed to Him I am not able 
to judge of; hut I am ſure He could no 
more Create, than your ſelf, or any finite in- 


ſha Cena 


W ſeemto, have a much groſſer N ation 
of Creation than your Friend Celſus, who 
laughed at 49/es for making God Work by 
the Day. Creation being the immediate 
Work and, peculiar Operation of the great 
God, no inferior miniſſaral Agent can he 
of the leaſt Service; it is a Thing not to 

be delegated to any, for if it could, it would 
greatly derggate from the Maieſiy and 

Hasour of the aue an! Mater of Heaven 
and Earth, which becauſe they are the 
more immediate Work of his -own, Hands, 
is therefore qur Father Almighty; Lam 
therefore convinced that Chriſt is abſolute- 
ly Cod, and equal , with: the Father a. 
n His  Cradhead, becauſe that by 
| Him 
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Him (Chriſt) were all Things made, and 
without Him was not unn made that 
was made. | 


The better however to get over this Dif. 
ficulty, in your 55th Page, you ſay, the 
Son and the Pirit were derived from the 
Father, denying in ſome Senſe the Holy 
Ghoſt to proceed from the Father and the 
Son; and in your 79th Page, you miſtran- 
ſlate Origen to make Him fayour your own 
Hereſy, Tk the Word or Sn was Gol, 
by receiving His Divinity by Cominuni. 
cation and therefore not abſolutely God : 
Some Sort of a God or ſome Divine Per- 
ſon 1 find you would make him, that 
He might be qualified to act minſerially 
in the Creation, but how this Derivation 
or Communication can be, to me is incon- 
ceivable; but this is an Error all you Ar- 
Frans have fell into: I poſitively aver in 
Oppoſition to it, that the one God cannot 
make another, that His Eſſence, His Na- 
ture and Perfettions cannot be communi- 
cated, that no Being that ever had a Begin- 

ning 


(PP) 


ning can become Se/f-exiftent, nor can any 
Thing that is made in Time be faid to be 
Eternal; and without theſe nothing can 
be ſaid to be truly God. 


| Yet you ſeem to be fond of this Opinion, 
and to adhere to it pretty cloſely ; for in 
your 127th Page, you publiſh your Senſe 
to the World, and would make us believe 
you learned it from the Ancients, that the 
Word or Chriſt was (in an ineffable Man- 
ner) the immediate Creation and Offspring 
of God, derived without any ſecondary 
Cauſe, by the Power and Mill off the one 
ſupreme God and Father of all; and 
wherein does this make our Saviour differ 
from every ordinary Creature ? for does 
not every created Being owe its Exiſtence | 
immediately to the Will and Power of 

God, without any ſecondary Cauſe, as being 
created by Him? As to Chriſt's being de- 
rived from the Will and Power of the Fa- 
ther, here you have Antiquity on your 

Side, for indeed it was the expreſs Hereſy 
| of 
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of Acaciu:; (31) but then as to his being 
ereated in an ineffable Manner, it is en- 
tirely new or if it could be found in the 
Ancients, I ſhould do you an Injury to rob 
you of the Honour of its Origin: ſach a 
rate Production I cannot but take Notice 
of, and muſt therefore ſpeak to it a little- 
No Man's Head but your own, ſo Here- 

tically Fruitfull could ever have deviſed it. 
Let me then put it in the Form of an} af- 
firmative Propoſition, Chriſt or the Word 
was @ Creature by an ineffable Creation, 
the true Meaning of which is, hat Chriſt 
was a Creature created and made, but we 
are not able either by Reaſon or Revela- 
tion to tell how, — Vondrout deep, becauſe 
profoundly ſtupid it muſt be owned 
Creation in its firſt Notion is by us ine, 
fable, as being utterly unable to account 
for it by our own Strength, or to tell how 
merely by the Will and Power of God, 
this World ſhould be made and created out 
of nothing ; I ſuppoſe you would be under- 


* ß Mod 1 * 9 = 
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(31) Socrates Eccl. Hiſt. lib. 2. c. 32. Ed. Val. Sozom. ' 
Ece. Hiſt. lib. 4. c. 22. Ed. Val. | 


I ſtood 


638) 


ſtood here, to imply that our Saviour was 
created in ſome uncommon Manner, not as 
other Creatures were, which is ſome what 
puzzling to me; for I muſt own, that I can- 
not form to myſelf any more than one 
ſingle Idea of Creation. But to go on; Was 
He created before the World or aſter d 
There was noNeceſſity for his Præ- exiſleuce 
to the reſt of the Creation, any other 
Creature made at any Time would have 
exiſted ſoon enough, to have been uci- 
fied: What Manner of Creature there. 
fore He ſhould be is out of the Reach of 
the ſtrongeſt Imagination to conceive, ſo 
that He is an ineſſfable one moſt certainly, 
A material coxporeal Being He could not be, 
for &. Paul ſays, Col. i. v. 16. that all 
Things were made by him whether viſible 
or inviſible; neither could he be an Angel, 
for though the Angelic Order is not men- 
tioned in Moſts's Hiſtory of the Crea- 
tion, yet even theſe, - whether they be 
Thrones, Dominions, Principalities, or 
Powers, are in this very Verſe by the 
ſame Apoftle ſaid to be created by Him. 
be Let 
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ret ſomething He muſt be, but we cannot 
tell what, for He had his Being by an in- 
effable Creation: The Words, as here uſed, 
are neither Technical, Phi dphical or 
Seholaftick Terms, but the immediate 
Product of Heretical Eloquence, empty 
Words without Meaning, that have neither 
Divinity, Senſe, or Philoſophy in them: 
What a poor contemptible Idea of the 
great and good God muſt this preſent to 
our Minds? That He thould make a Crea- 
ture, we cannot from HimPelf, or by our 
own Underſtanding know the Nature of, 
nor tell to what End or Purpoſe it was 
created. Furthermore this abſurd Doctrine 
ſeems to reflect very ſeverely upon the 
Juſtice and Goodneſ? of God, in making 
any one Sort of Creature, n Purpoſe to 
ſuffer and die for the Sins of another— 
but when I contemplate upon the Divine 
Di/penſation, and in ſuch bleſſed Medita- 
tiaus behold God Himſelf undertaking our 
Salvation, then I plentifully perceive the 
Love of God and ſee his Juſtice, Mercy 
and Goodneſs ſhine forth Cloriouſſy, in that 

2 as 


(6) 


as Jam taught, ſo I verily believe, that God 
fo loved us that He (God) Himſelf laid 
drown his Life for us, 1 Ep. Fob iii. v. 16. 
And this ought to be the unſhaken Per- 
ſuaſion of all Chriſtians, that He was verily 
God incurnate, who came and ſuffered for 
the Sins of the whole World. Although 
we can never omprehend the Manner of 
His Incqrnation, or, beyond what is re- 
vealed to us, ever be able to tell how a 
Virgin ſhould conceive and bring forth a a 
Son; yet I truſt there is none will give 
up the Belief of this miraculous Concept ion, 
by which the Word or God was made 
Fleſp, to come into your inef/able Creation; 
for this were to give up 4 Myſtery really 
Divine, in Exchange for your FIRE 


Abſurdity. : 


What mould inclige you to propagate 
a Doctrine ſo Monſtrous, that derogates 
ſo greatly from the Love of God and Dig- 
nity of your Saviour, is at firſt Sight not 
to be accounted. for, excepting that you 
may be encouraged by the deprayed Taſte 


of theſe degenerate Times, and thence con- 
clude 


(6) 


clude that nothing can be ſo gro/5 but it 
will go down, nothing ſo abſurd and ir- 
religious but it will meet with Eutertain- 
ment; from hence it may be, that not on- 
ly yourſelf, but others that abet the ſame 
or other Dactrines of very prenicious Ten- 
dency to the State of Chriſtianity, are 
teaching Mankind to believe, there may 


without Grace, a Church without Or- 
 dinances, Zeal without Warmth, Prayers 
- without Devotion, and to complete it all, 

that we may be ſaved without, a Saviour; 


brave Chriſtian Heroes! heayenly Divines! 


glorious Liberty! and I think you have 
enough of it; for had you more, there is 
; not one amongſt you but would be at a 


Loſs to know how to Abuſe it. g 


5 That you might impoſe upon the World 
ſucceſsfully, and miſlead Mankind into a 
Perſuaſion that you have Antiquity on 
your Side, you tell us in your 127th 
Page, that Melito wrote a Book concerning 


the Creation of Chriſt, inſinuating thereby 
as 


Een . A 


be Religion without Faith, Sacraments 
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as if he thought Chr:t to he a Creature 
but is not this altogether Cs, and what 
no Man that had any Regard to his I- 
tegrity but would ſcorn to offer? Take 
therefore a brief Account of this great Man, 


and ſome of his Writings; Melito liv'd 


about an hundred and ſeyenty Years after 
Chriſt, was remarkable for a ſtrict abſte- 

mious Liſe, and his cloſe Attendance upon 
religious Duty ; he was Biſhop of Sardzs, 
has an excellent Character given him by 
Tertullian, and we have a Catalogue of his 
Works from (32) Euſebius, amongſt which 
you mention this, mw! Hi xh, concerning 
the Creation of Chriſt: but is not this an 
Heretical Interpolation? for Vuleſſus vin- 
dicates the old and true Reading, that he 
Wrote a Book, ep vet A Viricea⸗ Ape, con- 
cerning Faith and the Nativity or Birth 
of Chriſt ; and amongſt the reſt, Euſebius 
informs us of a Tract this Author wrote 
Te ted bed, of an emboyd” 4 God 5 and 
theſeT believe were the trueſt as being the 


(32) Euſeb. Eee. Hiſt lib. 4. e. 25. Ed. Vul. 


molt 


( 63) 


moſt proper Titles, and adapted to the 
Herefies that prevailed in thoſe early 
Ages, namely, the Gonſtice, who ſaid 
Jeſus Chriſt was not come in the Fleſh; 
the Ebrinites, who ſaid Jeſus Chriſt tres 
mere Man; the Dokete, who taught He 
was Man in Appearance only but not in 
Reality; the Valentiniant, who denied the 
vital Dnion of the human Nature, by 
Teaching that he paſs'd through the Vir- 
gin as through a Pipe, and not at all par- 
taking of her Subſtance. To confute theſe 
Hereſies, this great Author writes theſe two 


Treatiſes, one to prove that it was God 


who was embody'd or incarnate, as moſt 
reaſonably may be ſuppoſed, that He was 
really Born by a proper Parturition like other 
Men, aſſerting and maintaining againſt theſe 
Hereticks in either Senſe, both the Divine 
and Human Nature. | 


| To give che World a farther Taſte of 
your Candor and Sincetity, I will go 
back to your 85th Page, where you tran- 

ſlate 


64 


ſlate from St. Baſil ( 33) and if you could, 
would bring him over to your Side and 
make him ſtipulate your Doctrine, by 
rendring His Words moſt Erronronſly, and 
making Him ſay what He never meant nor 
intended; for ſay you from this Author, 
Let no Man think that ] affirm" there are 
three ſupreme Agents, whereas there is 
not one Word in the Greek that ſignifies 
Agent; but indeed the Word ſignifies Per- 
fon, who in the Order of Perſonality are 
not all alike, one being Prior to the o- 
ther, though in the Divine Nature al- 


together 3 and St. Baſs / means no 
more. 


And this eben was the Senſe of 
the Ancient Church, as is evident from 
Juſtis Martyr (34) in his firſt Abl), 
where the better to clear the firſt Chriſtians 
from the Charge of Atheiſm, He ys that 


(33 Kal unde; bi . Tec ava; Aryan dye 
uma oe, Kc. De Spir. Sand, c. 16,— Chriſtian Li- 
berty aſſerted, pag. 85. 


(34) Juſt. Martyr, Apol. 1. pag. 24. Ed. Graeb. 


( 65.) 
in Order of Perſonality they worſhipped 
the Father in the firſt Place, the Son in 
the Second, and the Holy Ghoſt in the 
Third, but continues He, they /ay we AC 
like Madmen, in worſhipping a Perſon 
that was crucified next to God the Crea- 
tor, but this they do, as being ignorant of 
our Myſtery, that all the zhree Perſons are 
one and the fame God, without any Di- 
ſlinction, without any Superiority, Prio- 


rity, or Supremacy, as to Nature, Eſſence, 


and E bad 


To confirm the Truth of this, and that 
moſt expreſly, we need go no farther than 
to Epiphanins, who liy'd much about the 
ſame time with St, Baſi, who in one part 
of his Book againſt Fereſies, faith, Our 
(35) God is but one, Father, Son, and 
Holy Gboſt, three Per ſos, one Sovereignty 


(35) FH, » nav hy 6 OT mThWIg Y Unds 9 Ane 
νσα tf e, wid xucioms Win ItbTys wi 2 
%%, YU 000.0) . Epiphan. pag. 267. Ed. Pet, 


K or 
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or Supremacy, one Godhead, one Doxolo- 
G. and not many Gods. 


And in another Place, ſpeaking of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, his Words 
are, (36) One holy Trinity uncreated. 


And in a third Place, ſpeaking again 
of the ſame three Perſons, he calls Chriſt 
(37) our Saviour and our God : and then 
of all the Three he thus expreſſes himſelf, 
One holy Trinity, and of one Subſtance, by 
whom all things were ſo well and ſo lan. 
tifully created. 


With the ſame good Grace and Aſſu- 
rance you preſs Clemens Romanus into 
your Service (38), as in pag. 97, 98 ; and 
would inſinuate, from his uſing the ſame 
Words with the Apoſtle in his ninth Chap- 


(36) * day TLads axTiov. Epiphan, pag. 
267. Ed. Pet 


6 le mids dia x, win UE is , du 
A LA,. Epiphan. pag. 267. Ed. Pet. 
68) Vid. Chriſtian Liberty aſlerted, p. 97, 98. 


ter 
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wel de 

ter to the Romans, Verſe 5. that he never 
thought Chriſt to be God ; for this you 
muſt intend, or elſe nothing; which you 
never could have done, were you not of 
a Forehead more Corinthian than the looſe 
Tnhabitants of the Place he writes to ; 
for this Author, in his thirty firſt Chapter 
is deſcribing the Dignity of Jacob (39, | 
and reminds us of the great Honours that 1 
deriv'd from Him to the Fewiſh Nation; 4 
and in his 32d Chapter continues to give 
us a Particular of them, that among other 
things the Levites that ſerve at the Altar 
of the Lord deſcended from him ; and 
that from him alſo the Lord Feſus, ac- 
cording to the Fleſh, came, without hav- 
ing any regard to the Words of St. Paul, 
or without touching in the leaſt upon the 
Divinity of Chriſt; the Words ſeeming to 
be altogether his own, as having nothing 
farther in view, than to give a brief Narra- 
tive of ſome of thoſe excellent and honour- 
able Advantages that from this Father of the 
Patriarchs accru'd to the Fewiſh Nation. 


(39) Clem. Rom. Ep. 1. c. 32. 
2 But 
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But to clear this Author from that foul 
Aſperſion you throw hereby upon him, 
I deſire you would look back to the 2oth 
chap. of his firſt Epiſile, and obſerve, that 
in the Concluſion of it, (40) He gives 
Glory, Honour, and Majeſly to Jeſus 
Chriſt for ever and ever ; which he neyer 
would have done, had he not been per- 
ſuaded, that this Doxology was as much 
his Due, and did cqually belong to him, 
with God the Father, or the God over all, 


Again, if you will look forward to the 
Fri chap. of his ſecond Epiſtle, you will 
find, that there he exhorts us, (41) 70 
think the very ſame of Jeſus Chrift as 
of God the Fudge of the Vin and the 
Dead. 


Your other Quotation from Ignatius's 
Epiſtle to the Philippians, as in your 99th 


(4H) — A ] Kvew nur Ine Xes?, & i Ga, x 
n Wahworm 4s 783 rt 7 diary Aur. Clem, 
Rom. Ep. 1. ad Corinthios, c. 20, pag, 102. Ed, Wet. 
(41) Clem. Rom. Ep, 2. ad Cor. Ed, Wot, 


Page: 


e ego tons one 
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Page, I am a Stranger to, though I have 
been for many Vears acquainted with the 
Author, yet I never knew he wrote any 
Epiſtle to the Philippiaus, and am ſure 
he never did. I have not the Editions of 
Vaſſinus, Ußber, or Coſelerius; but I have 
read that of Biſhop Pear ſon and Mr. Smith, ' 
which is allow'd to be the beſt, and in 
this there is no ſuch Epiſtle. Probably 
you may miſtake, and mean 'Polyrarp's 
Epiſtle to the Philippians ; but this will 
be of no Service, for . is no ch _ 
57 to be found. 


I now return to your 77th Page, as 
propoſing to conſider more at large your 
Tranſlation and Application of the Words' 
you there recite from (42) Alexander in 

his Epiſtle to Arrius, as given us by Theo- 
doret, where, from the Words (amd e 
apply d to the Only- begotten, you would 
infer that Chr:/ was of a middle Nature 
between the unbegotten Father and the 


(42) Theodoret. Hiſt, Ecc. lib. 1. c. 4. Ed, Vul. 
Crea- 


(70) 


Creatures which were made by him. But 
theſe Words are not ſo ſtrictly to be un. 
derftood of the Divine Nature, of our 
Lord, as Valeſius juſtly obſer ves, but 0 
be apply d to the Per ſon of Chriſt, the 
Greek Word (e,) being by this Author 
uſed in that Senſe. And then, as to his 
being the Son, it follows on courſe, that 
in regard to his Perſonality, the Only- be- 
gotten may be ſaid to be placed in the 
midd le between the Unbegotten and the 
Holy Spirit; or otherwiſe, that Chriſt is 
the mediating Spirit between God and his 
Creatures, being the Mediator between 
God and Man: For undoubtedly Alexan- 
der never believed Chriſt to be any other 
than very God, by ſaying he is immuta- 
ble, unchangeable, without Variableneſs, 
or any Shadow of turning, and by calling 


the Virgin Mary the Mother of God, as 


may be ſeen at large in this Chapter, 


How far therefore the ancient Church 
was of your Opinion, is pretty evident; 
not one of them of any account, or that 
ever 
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ever was eſteemed a true Belieyer in any 
reſpect, is with you. Fereticks indeed 
ou have of your Side; for to ſpeak plain- 
ly, you advance nothing that is new, but 
have only re- publiſhed the „ale, confuted 
Hereſies that infeſted the primitive Church; 
as for inſtance, your Doctrine is, that 
Chriſt was only a miniſterial Agent, or 
the Father's Servant in the Creation ; and 
did not (43) Eunomius, Biſhop of Cyzi- 
cum, declare long ago, that the Son was 
the Servant of the Father, and the Holy 
Ghoſt the Servant of the Son. You ſay 
farther, that Chriſt was of a middle Na- 
ture; not of the ſame Subſtance with, but 
in Nature inferior to the Father : And 
was not this the Hereſy of Meletius, 
(44) Biſhop of Sebaſtia? who taught that 
Chriſt was ({nevw@) of another Subſtance, 
or another Nature, different from the Fa- 
ther; tho? neither he nor you can tell what 


(43) — Thy uv dνj,gae 7 mn Saw 2 
umwhTh, Y 5 x, 78 ], T4 vis. Philoſtergius, lib. 5 
Ed. Vul. 

(44) Philoſtergius, lib. 5, Ed. Val. ; 
it 


( 


it b. You may impoſe upon the World, 
and claim theſe Doctrines for yout own; 
but, to be plain, you have diſcover d no. | 
thing : we have not any thing from you 
that is new; you only revive what has 
been refuted and exploded long ago, by 
thoſe ancient Defenders of the Paith, 
whoſe Numbers were great, and Zeal ve 
ry 9 in the Primitive Church. 


1 muſt own indeed your Do&rines of 
Mediatoriat Worſhip, of Chriſt's being an 
inferior ſubordinate God, not God over all, 
or the true God of Chriſtians, and that 
of his ineffable Creation, haye ſomething 
that is new in them; the Ancients having 
clearer Heads, and more refin'd Under- 
ſtandings, than to urge ſuch Trumpery up- 
on the World. I congratulate you there. 
fore in this Behalf, as not at all enyying 
you the Felicity you may conceive to yout 
ſelf from being the Author of ſuch polit. 
Divinity. Yet, notwithſtanding the ex- 
preſs Word of God, the Senſe of the an- 
czent Church, the At of the four firſt 
he General 


50 . 


General Councils, and the Writings of the 

Primitive Fathers, are all againſt you, 
you ſeem to triumph as if you had gain'd 
a Victory; and having, as you perſuade 
yourſelf, defeated, the Divinity of che ſe- 
cond Perſon, you purſue boldly, and at- 
tack the whole Sacred Trinity at once, 


ealling it a Doctrine of three /upreme 
Agents or Per ſons , and this in your 1324 


Page, you ſay is Diabolical; and in the 
whole Courſe of your Book you call it 
Tritbeiſin, or Tritheiflical; and in your 
39th Page you tell us plainly, without 
any Reſerye, that it is an imprious * 
theſis. 


1 hall de very brief in my! Reply to 


this, and very careful not to ſay any thing 
but as the Scripture is literally for me: 
That there was a threefold Agency, tho? 
but one God, cannot be deny'd. The Son 
coming up out of the Water, after he was 
baptized in the River Jordan, the Holy 
Ghoſt, in the ſecond Place, deſcending in 
the bodily Shape of a Dove upon Him ; 
6 and 
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and a third Per bn, at the ſame time 
2 from Heaven, and ſaying, This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
phojed. I will leave you to judge whe- 
ther there be three Agents or no, call 
them Supreme, or what you pleaſe. What 
remains for me to do, is to give G/ory to 
that One God, the Fulnaſt of whoſe Tri- 
29 was now ſo ſenſibly Hitec. 


11 „ to! 


That this 1s Doi l W 
true, yet is altogether myſterious, 8 
be deny'd; but this ought to he ſo far 

from rendring it incredible, that on the 
other hand it onght rather to perſuade us 
that it came from God, and thereby in- 
Cline us the more e to beheve it. 


T know it has been ſaid, and is by a 
great many maintain'd, that the leſs my- 
ſterious any Religion ts, the more profi- 
table and uſeful it is to its Profeſſors. 
This indeed, as to the Laws, the Precepts 
and moral Duties of Religion, may be 
mae, and y be of Service in the Ap- 
| plication, 


1 . 
e 


plication, and direct us in the Courſe of 
our Duty, by preventing that Ambiguity 
or Doubt fulneſs which otherwiſe might 
ariſe. | 32. \ N 


No Law, Divine or Human, can be 
too plain, too clearly deliver'd, or too 
openly promulged ; but then, in Matters 
relating. more immediately to God, hir 
Nature, his Attributes, his providential 
Diſpenſation with Men; there muſt of 
Neceſſity ſtill remain Myſtery, becauſe 
we cannot by our own Power, beyond 
what is reycalcd, give any account of 
them, 


In all the Religions, therefore, in the 
Gentile World, before our Saviour, and 
in all thoſe erroneous Religions that now 
are, where Chriſttanity never yet pre- 
vaild, or elſe is loſt and aboliſhed, there 
is no Myſtery in any of them, becauſe 
they are merely human; it being, that no 
Man can form a Myſtery ; for it is moſt 
undoubtedly out of the Power of Man 
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penſlitious Ordinances, they abound with; 


being rul'd and govern'd by mere Reaſon, 
are equally at a loſs here, nor can they 
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to invent what he can in no wiſe compre- 
bend or conceive, Ridiculous Caſtoms, uſe- 


teſi, mfignificant Ceremonies, fruitleſs, ſu- 


but as for any ſublime or lofty Doftrines, 
that raiſe the "Underfianding, ſet the Soul 
upon the Wing, and enable it to ſoar to 
what is truly Divine, they know nothing 
of it, as being the Product of Human 
Weakneſs, and: therefore confin'd to what 
is carnal, beggarly, and low. 


In like nach alſo thoſe that as for 


help us to any thing like a Myſtery. Ab. 
ſurdities, Contradictionts, and Inconſiſlen- 
cies flow plentifully from them; but H- 
flery we muſt never expect, for they can 
never reveal what they have no Know- 
ledge of; nor will they ever be able to 
publiſh to the Forld, which themſelves 
have no NVotion of; nor by the. utmoſt 
Powers they are Maſters of, can! poſſibly 
make to ſubſiſt, ſo much as in Idea. 


Myſteries 
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Myſteries therefore muſt come io. 
God, and that Religion which contains 
them can neyer be reckon'd an Impoſture, 
becauſe it is myſterious ; for indeed theſe 

are an immediate Proof of any Religion's 
being truly Divine. 


And this is no ſmall Evidence of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, in oppoſition to all 
other Religions, perſuading us moſt di- 
realy to be fully ſatisfy d that it came 
from Goa, if for no other Reaſon, but 
from this alone, becauſe the whole Chri- 
ſtian Diſpenſation fo far exceeds our Ca- 
pacity ; and that therefore, Great is the 
Myſtery of Godlineſi, God wat manifeſt 
in the Fleſh. 


Which, as it is the great Doctrine of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and by the Apoſtle 
moſt deſervedly call'd a Myſtery, ſo it is 
to be underſtood in the proper Senſe of 
the Word, not as it implies any Secret 
that muſt not be imparted to the Publick, 
but carefully entruſted and committed to 
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a A. but a as it canics with it a * 
Diſtovery of the Divine Will and Nature, 
and is an cycrlaſting Inſtance of God's 


unſpeakable Love exhibited. in the Per ſon 


and Conception of the Sayiour and Redeemer 
of the World. 


That Chriftianiey i is founded upon this 


| Ps: principally, which is ſo very dif- 


ficult for us to conceive or believe, ought 
not to be any Prejudice againſt our Reli. 
gion, there being no Reaſon for our Du/- 
belief of this or any other Article of our 
Religion, becauſe we cannot reconcile it 
to our own Notions. | 


It ſeems indeed to be very inconceivable 
how the ſame Perſon, ſhould be both God 
and Man; but it is not in any wiſe more 
conceivable how the /ame Man ſhould con- 
liſt both of Body and Soul, ſo united in 
one, that the Properties of both ſhould 
belong to the /ame Man, who, from the 
Charatters of his Mind, may be ſaid 70 
be w/e, Juſt, and good ; and from the 

Cha- 
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CharaBters of his Body may be ſaid. to be 
tall or low, as to his Hature; fair or 


black as to his Cumplexion; and to bis 


Conſtitution, weak or flrong. So that tho' 
theſe ſtritly ſpeaking belong only to one 
Part of Man, yet the Determination from 
each of them goes to the Whole. : 


Whatever Difficulty therefore there may 
be in the Conception of this, or any other 


Myſtery of our Religion; whatever the 


Perverſencſs of Infidelity may urge againſt 


the Truth of it; whatever may be alledged 
by the Titer. fe of the Age, That it 
is @ hard Impoſition upon Men, to require 


them to believe thoſe Things of which 


they can form 10 Thought at all; yet, 
ſince they are order d by God, and by Him 
declar'd unto us, we ought. to conclude, 
without any farther Enquiry, that they 
are order'd according to the beſt and moſt 
infallible Reaſon ; and that altho? we are 
in no wiſe able 10 find it out, yet here 
even we can diſcern a great Suitableneſs in 
all thoſe high Myſteries to the great De- 


ſign 
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gen of God, according to Hi own 0 
gracious Diſpenſation, for the Salyation 
; of Mankind. | 


All this may very well be apply'd. to 
the Doctrine of the Holy Trinity; this be- 
ing a Myſtery equally cavil'd at, deny'd, 
and exploded by the preſent Age, But 
that this Doctrine ought as effectually to 
engage our Aſſent to it, as any other in 
Holy Scripture, is evident from this ſingle 
Conſideration, becauſe it is as fiully and 
expreſly reveal d, as any other therein 
contain'd ; St. Jobe himſelf, 1 Ep. v. 7. 

declaring, there be Three that bear Record 
in Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
= the Holy Ghoſt; and theſe Three are One, 
F | Indeed our Ad verſaries to this Doctrine, 
as you yourſelf do in your 66th Page, 
deny this Text to be genuine, and boldly 
r it is Pur 1045, and that St. John ne ver 
wrote it: but then what muſt become of 
the next Verſe, There are three that bear 
"Witneſs upon Earth, the Spirit, the Wa- 
V ter, and the Blood; and theſe Three agree 
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nir one: Whichisfaid by way of Compariſon 
or Illuftration, to help us to a more clear 
and perfect Idea of the Bleſſed Trinity; and 
therefore if one Ver ſe be excluded, the o- 
ther ſhould be caſhicr'd alſo, or elſe we 
break in upon the hole, and render the 
Meaning of it imperfect and abrupt, there 
being nothing in this Whole Chapter that 
theſe Words can poſſibly allude to, except 


this that fo literally bears Teſtimony of 
the Bleſſed Trinity. 


+ | But now hir, and all other Myſteries 

of our Holy Religion, would readily be 
embraced and aſſented too—if Men would 
have a due Honour and Regard to the Ve- 
racity of God—if they would be govern'd 
and directed by the immediate Evidence 
of the Truth of that Revelation, as ex- 
ceeding all the Evidence that can be given 
of its Falfity—or if they would but con. 
fider that by rejecting theſe revealed 
Truths, they involve themſelves in fat 
greater Difficulties, than can poſſibly ariſe 
from the Belief of them, as might 
M moſt 


P 


88 
WS P PTE 


17 


our Aſent to it, provided it does not con- 
tradidt it. 
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moſt amply he made appear, were the 
Evidence on both Sides to be compat d. It 
muſt be own'd indeed, that the Myſteries of 
the Chriſtian Religion, are ſuch Things as 
can in no wiſe be demonſtrated by Reaſon 
or proved by Argumentation, it being 
altogether out of the Reach of either, and 
therefore muſt be proved from the reyeal'd 
Word of God, for Revelation muſt decide 
where Nea ſon is inſufficient, and ſuch De- 
ciſian we ought to abide by; for if a Mat- 
ter be never ſo much above our Reaſon» 
it will in no wiſe warrant us to withold 


40 


If the Doctrine of the Trinity be exa- 


mined according to this Rule, we ſhall eaſi- 


ly perceive our Duty to aſſent to it, be- 
cauſe in Terms there is no manner of Con- 
tradiction in it— for we don't ſay there is 
one God and three Gods, which were 
all one as to ſay, there is one God and not 
one Crod—neither do we ſay, there is one 
Perſon in the Deity or three Perſons, 

| Per”, which 
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which were all one as to ſay, there is one 
Per/on, and not one Per/dn, neither do 
we ſay, the Father is the Son, at the 
fame Time we fay He is not the Son: 
Theſe are only the imaginary Contradiction: 


in Terms, and theſe are no Part of the 
Dottrme of the Trinity. 


But theſe Things have been ſo very 
often, and ſo very amply, proved by bet- 
ter Hands, that did not the preſent Oc- 
caſion ſeem abſolutely to demand it, it 
would be ſuperfluous even to mention it. 
Neither would any Men be at all diſa- 
tisfied in any of theſe Points, would they 
check their arrogant Pretences to that 
Knowledge which they never can attain 
to; and confeſs their Ignorance ' and In- 
ability which they can no wiſe Remedy 
Would they abſtain from -all confident 
Concluſions, which when Revelation is 
laid aſide, are made at Random concerning 
the Nature of God — Would we acknow- 
ledge that we cannot penetrate into that 
vaſt and ſacred Darkneſs, being like the 
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in being this Sacrifice that was offered 
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great Deep; nor into that Glorious Light, 
whercin He dwells, being equally imper vi- 
ons and inacceſſable — Or would we but 
aſſent to and acquieſce in what He has told 
us of Himſe/f,, and which otherwiſe we ne- 
yer ſhould haye known, we ſhould then 
believe, that the State of His Eſſence is 
beſt conceived by us under the Notion of 
three Perſons, Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, co- exiſting in one Eternal God, 


And that the great God ſhould reveal 
Himſelf in this Manner, ſeems to me to 
be mighty neceſſary to the Stare of Chri- 
ſtianity ; Mankind being hereby enabled 


the better to comprehend the Love of the 


Eternal Father, in the my/lerious Sacri- 
fice of His Son, (very Cod) for the Ne- 
dempt ion of the World. For had He been 
a Creature, or any Thing leſs than God, 1 
cannot conceive the Love of the Father 
in ſending, or the Merit of the Son 


for us: But a Chriſtian muſt believe, that 
n to St. John iii. 16. God jo 
loved 
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loved the World, that be gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in 
him, ſbould not periſh but have everlaſting 
Life—or as in 1 Fohn, c. 4. v. 10. Here- 
in is Love, not that we loved God; but 
that he loved ut, and ſent bis Son to be 
the Propitiation for our Sins. Moreover, 
after the Aſcenſion of our Lord, for a final 
Completion and more full Confirmation of 
all former Promeſes and Predictions, as 
well as for the Comfort, Support and Di- 
rection of all Profeſſions of Chriſtianity, 
in thoſe ſundry Troubles and Diſireſſe/5 that 
befel them afterwards, it was highly neceſ- 
ſary that God ſhould exhibit Himſelf in a 
Third Perſon, viz. the Holy Ghoſt, which 
' deſcended upon the Apoſites in the Shape 
of Cloven Tongues, as of Fire, and ſat 
upon each of them; and now when this 
Bleſſed and Glorious Diſpenſation was 
throughly compleated, and by the Bleſs 
ſing, Influence, and Operation of this Holy 
Spirit, a Chriſtian Church was founded 
upon Earth, all its Profeſſors are to be ad. 
mitted into it by being Baprized in the 

| Name 
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Name of theſe three Per/ons, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, one God Bleſſed for 
ever, Amen. 


* 


Now if this be the true Meaning of the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, here is nothing like 
Tritheiſm in it; and if it be a Revelation 
which God has given of himſelf; by which 
we'are the better enabled and inſtructed 
to form the moſt amiable Character of 
his adorable Goodneſs in our Redemption, 


what Indignation and Horror muſt every 
good Chriſtian's Soul be filled with, to 


hear it called, a diabolical and 2mpious 
Hypotheſis # 


There is one Thing in Relation 'to the 
Divinity of our Lord, the ſecond: Per ſon 
in the Trinity, which 1 have not yet ſpoke 
to, and I think onght not to be omitted, 


your palpable Abuſe of that Text in St. 


Fohn, c. 10. v. 30. 1 and my Father are 
one. This you ſay in your goth Page, is 
to he under ſtood of Unity of Concord and 
Power, not of metaphyſical Subſtance, and 

in 
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in your 91ſt Page, ſay, all the Ancients 
unanimouſly under ſiood it ſo— Are you 
not aſhamed of this inſolent Aſſertion; for 
this Text is made Uſe of by Athana- 
ſinus (45) near thirty Times, and every one 


would have it underſtood, vi. of Unity 
and Agreement; God forbid that I ſhould 
underſtand the Text, I and my Father are 
one in any other Senſe, than that of Unity 
and Concord, ſays Arrius: Athanaſius re- 
70, J underſtand a perfect Quality of 
PH, „but a Unity of Divinity or Sub- 
flance; and this was the Senſe they were al- 
ways took in formerly, and muſt be ſo 
now, or otherwiſe you are but one re- 
move from what the Heathens ſaid, That 
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(45) Vid Opera Athan. Paſſim, eſpecially, Athan, Ar- 
chiep. Alex. in Niczno Concilio contra Arrium; Diſput. 
Vol, 1, aß 116. Ed. Par. 
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againſt you, eſpecially in that Senſe you 
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me Gods ruled the World, by haying 


good Agreement or ee with 
one another, | 
However, fince Seriprare l is of ſo little 
Validity with you, let me offer one ſingle 
Inſtance from Pagan Authority, which 
ſeems to me moſt convincing, and uncon. 
troulably to prove, that all the Ancients 
were intirely perſuaded that Chriſt was 
God; the Roman Hiſtorians telling us, it 
was every where given out and univerſally 
believed, that a Perſon was expected to 
come out of Judea, who ſhould Rule the 
whole World— and this Per ſon alſo was 
as univerſally believed to be God— and 
that after a miraculous Manner, He was to 
be Incarnate and born of a Virgin; for the 
Emperor Domitian, whoſe Ambition led 
him on to be perſuaded that he himſelf was 
the Perſon— accordingly therefore, as 
Suetonius, Xiphilinus, &c. at large inform 
us, and as Martial and Statins, the Poets 
of his Reign, Flatter and Addreſs him, he 
commanded himſelf to be Morſbipped as a 


real 


le 


al 


Lord aud 50 your God ordereth it tobe 
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 Tirathif he cane from Bethlehem of Jads 


the Predittlons and Deſeription faid and 
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tal God, dir reQing | his Serretarics, to > Ggn 
his Orderg to bis Deputies Abroad, 30ur 


I Land 
that He might not be wanting in any Par- 
ticular, relating to the Perſon who, accor 
ding to their miſtaken Notion, was to be 
this bs aer Monarch; but that He might 
anſwer moſt compleatly, every Thing that 
was ſaid of Him, he gave out that He was 
alſo born of a Vx gn, that Pallas was his 
Moher, that he was the Sn of the chaſt un- 
touchel Minerva, and having, as it is high- 


ly probable, Leatt further from the Fews, 


_ that this Perſon alſo was to deſcend from 


David, that He might make the Way to 
his Ambition the more EAS, and remove 
eyery "Thing that might ſcem to oppole i ir, 
he made a” Hecree, that every Soul re- 


maining of the Seed of David ſbould be cut 
offs gen which Inſtance it is evident, that 


if Chriſt be the Perſon i in whom all theſe 
Charatters centre, if be was the King of 


if al 


if he was Born King, of the Jews, if 


giyen 
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giyen before of that Perſon, were com- 
pleated in him, He muſt then be the very 
Per ſin, who by Heathen Rome, by the 
Chriſtians and Jews, was then, and is now, 
in Contradiction to all you write, be- 
lieved and declared, to be very God, and as 
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Born of a Vi irgin. 


"Ic e be expected 1 ſhould « examine 
more particularly all thoſe Texts of Scrip- 
ture you haye ſo groſly abuſed to ſerve 
your End, but I omit this becauſe a Tine 
may. come, when it may be done in ano” 
ther Manner ; as, fuſt to ſym up the In- 
ter pretations, that Arrius and his Fol- 
lowers give us of theſe Texts, : as far as can 
de gathered. out of the Wiitiogs of thoſe 
who wrote, from, the Year 320, to. 450, 
or from he Council of Nice to the Coun- 
ere of C alcedon incluſively; in the next 
Place, to enquire how far theſe Interpre- 
tations, have been illuſtrated, defended and 
im proved by Socinus and his Adherents, 
ih then to wianifeſt what Progreſs to our 
7 = 7 + 3% AT. * . Modern 
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Modern Arrianrtiave made under the Cori. 
duct of theſe illuſtrious Loaders. and laſt of 
all to give the true and or chodox Neabing of 
all theſe Texts Uſing at the fame Time 


what Arguments I can to lap and ge- 
ae 
1 $f * n { 4 HUGS) 1044 
To be brief, for the 1 therefore, and 
to ſum up in a few Words, the important 
Truth 1 am contending "I and to which 
you are ſo virulent an Adverſary — If the 
Word ot Cod rightly oder tool can affect 
us If the Exhortations and Practice of 
1 Apoſtles” as well as of the Primitive 
Church can move us Af the continued 
Worſhip and Invocation of Chriſt” as God, 
can adminiſter the leaſt Ide of His Divi- 
nity?— If the moſt convineing Proof of 
His being Creator of the World, can poſ- 
ſeſs us with a juſt Senſe of hi Eternity 
and Power - We ſee how all theſe combine 
and are unitcd in the moſt full and uncon- 
troulable Demonſtration of that Truth, that 
Chriſt and His Father are one, not only in 
voup of Argeement, Cuntord or Love, 
| N 2 but 
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0 dein Peiner, Nature and Subſtance; and 
therefore our Bleſſed Lord, che ſecond Fer- 

N e Trinity, is equally with the Fg: 
one e Fee : 5: - 


In your 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24th, Er. 
you harrangue upon Liberty, plead for 
eee, eee apt 

J e Deprivations,. and 

Church ,onſures,and in your 11, and 12th 
Pages, excuſe your Errors by your Hin- 
cerity But 1 1s there any room for all this? 
3 Fang Judgment is allowed you in 
—4 „ Provided it does not oppoſe 

3 expre and reyealed Ward of Gad, ot 
7. che genuine Senſe or true, Meaning 
the Kripiure; no Man is going to con- 
froul your  Keq/oy, but to check your 


5 Satyes, when you fly in as 
We Ae. Verity. 


; „ e 
; 1 £6 Excommunication, Church Cen- 
res, Kc. I am at a Loſs to conceive, 

Have ng W Bodies and Stcieties, of Men, 


whether 
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whether Civil, Politict, or » Religious; 
Laws or Rules, whereby 39 judge and pu. 
nin Delinguents? And muſt the Church 
of Chriſt, the moſt valuable Sogicty up- 
on Earth, be left Naked, without any Laws 
toguard and-ſupport Her Authority? With. 
out any Power to puniſh Offenders? With- 
out ſuch Ordinances, (Cauſarer, and Po- 
nalties, as beſt tend to Vindicats and Pre- 
ſerve Her Honaur, and in themſelves, ex · 
cluſixe of the Divine Sanctian, ure moſt 
Re! Ki Hate? 


What op fim:0tle, as 40 Saw al 
Kaup, ſeem to me to be of very dan- 
gerous. Tendency; for if a Man may Err 
in one | Profeſſion. and be Guiltleſs, why 
may not the Junocence of Error, be al- 
loy'd in another? they may all ſeverally 
Plead that they are equally Sincerv, that 
they are neither Partial nor Prejudiced, 
that they endeavour ingenuouſly to find 
out the Truth; and are govern'd only — 


that which. appears to them t l 0, and 
then the Papiſt may ſay, He thinks Him- 
ſelf 
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ſelf obliged to adhere to the Doctrines and 
Traditions of His Church, as well as you 
to the mere 'DiHFates of your Reaſon, 
though equally nee eh and 
W anne. 


Let if I EY wr bt Notion of Chri. 
Ridhing; it ſeems to me intirely to prec/ude 
all Manner of Enquiry,” and then your 
boaſted Jincerity muſt fall; for our Faith 
is not the mere Reſult of Reaſon or ra- 
tional Enquiry, but as the Apoſtle ſays) 
the Gift of God, otherwiſe it would. be 
Knowledge, or Convictiom ariſing from 


Demonſtration, and not a Divine Virtus 


For a Chriflian muſt believe becauſe God 
has reyealed it, and obey likewiſe, becauſe 
God has commanded. To enquire too cu- 
riouſly, more eſpecially ſuppoſes Doubt 
or Diffidence, which reflects immediately 
upon God's Veracity all that a Chriſtian 
has to, do, is to repent and ' believe the 
Goſpel; and what that implies may be per- 
fectly underſtood, without any Jeep Specu- 


lation or profound Enquiry: the Error 
there- 
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therefore, muſt be of the ill, and not 
of the Underſtanding, in obſtinately with. 
holding our Aſſent to that which is ſup- 
ported by the greateſt” Evidence, and car- 
ries the greateſt Conviction imaginable a- 
ons with it; and any Perſon that Queſtions, 


Denies, N ene ſents, or Prevaricates, 
with any Article of His Faith as containꝰd 


and enjoyn'd in the Gaſpel, Errs wilfully 
and fundamentally, upon which His Er. 
ror muſt be extreamly Sinful and Deſtruc- 
tive; and then notwithſtanding all you ſay, 
although we may abhor the Errors of the 
Church of Rome (as I truſt we all do,) yet 
to be invol ved in others that are alike Dau. 
gerous and Diſbonourable to the Chriſtian 
Religion, is a juſt Reaſon to refuſe Com- 
munion with any ſuch; and indeed up- 
on the whole, as it is ſinful to join in Cm 
munion with a Papiſl, ſo it is altogether as 
as much ſo, to communicate with a Dei 
or an Arrian; for it is joining God and 
Behal, it is making Light and Darkneſs 
to have Fellowſhip with one another. _ 


And 


Aud that ſuch a Conduct ſhould: be ob- 
1 Octhaktnites, is 4b. 


ſeſtation of the Furmies of our Religion, 
for the greate Cob muti of all iti their 
Brlief, and for the more ampls Sat itfatrion 
of all that are truly Tealous: And this not 
only in our more ſol eng Meetings ; but in- 
deed in our daily Conver/arionr, as Dr: 
Wiaterhard very judiciouſſy obſeryes, from 
Treneits, in the Caſe of St. Jobn and 
 Polytarp; with Cerimthus ad Marcion, be- 
eauſt the greateſt Patt of Mankind ie 
led more hy Example thati Pretept, th 
will hardly be brought” to think; at" Foe 
Y or Infidelity are Things of ſuch a he- 
nous Nature and dangerous Conſequenice 
to their Hue, when they ſee the Promoter. 
of them tiad equally in Eſteem with others, 
and cared wicht tit” fine” Civilit) and 
Aue. Bxſides, this' begets Prejudice 
in. the®Zeatont, e the Mae 
and renders the Weak more obnbæ itt 
| By e and ſcarce any Man will 


think 


F nw Ww- ( — 
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think himſelf miſtaken, when Truth and 
Faſſbood were alike courted, all Mankind 
may be puzzled, and ſtill made to wander 
in the Mares of Uncertainty, for want of 
that due Diretl ion, which otherwiſe might 


ariſc to them, from che Diftinttion of out- 
ward and viſible | Reſpett. . W 
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To behave tharcfors wich ſuch Dif 
he; is not only expedient, but highly 
Tequiſite ; for Error, with but a little 


 Countenance, ſoon grows audacious, pre» 


ſently inſults the Truth, baffling” and abu- 
ſing every ching that « can pc brought TH 


: * 1 * . ſ 4 J 1 
* \ * 1 


All you a7 concerning Libeny: 11 e- 
qually vain and trifling, without any real 
Ground or Foundation ; for under ſich an 
indulgent Government, what can you de- 
fire more than you have? You have all 
the Liberty that any honeſt ſaber Man 
can Wiſh for, and as much as the ve- 
ry worſt of Men can abuſe, Can the 
moſt, looſe, the moſt irreligious, ungo- 

of ver nab 
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wernable, ot contentious Spirit, be more 
at large, or act with more Security, with- 
out hazarding either Per ſin or Eftate ? 
ive me leave therefore to tell you, that 
All, of your Way of Thinbing, ought to 
be ſo far from apprehendipg any manner 
of Uneaſime/, that indeed yon are byt 
too greatly encouraged; ſor do you not all 
lait in tbe Sunſpine of Preferment, and 
rull in the wealtbieſt Dignities of the 
Church! when the Ort haaax, notwith- 
Kanding their repeated Oæthu and Sub- 
ſeriptions, have the hard Fate to be re- 
prefented as difſufſeted, and are therefore 
abaridon'd to the ſeanty Pittances, and 
- can hardly be admitted to pick up the 

Grumbe whith fall frgm the: Rich Tables 
nnn, Taurin, viky e 
14 4. War A Ws” 

To ſeek fin farther Liberty, lacks like 
graſping at Power; which God  forbig 
| thovld ever be in the Hands of an Ar- 
rian; for the early Days of that Hereſj 
have left behind them but too lamentable 
and rn loſtances to Poſterity.' 


Oh! ! 


1 


(59) 


Oh! methinks I ſee Oronres ſtain d with © * 


Bliod, and behold with Horror its di/#o- 
hr "Stream ——— As in the Time of 
the Emperor Valent, according to 'what 
Sozonttn (46) and Safes both inform 
us, when the moſt horrid and barbarous 
Perſecutibn of the Orthodox raged at An+ 
rioch, who were moſt inhumanly mur- 
der'd, and "their Bodies thrown into the 
"River : As alſo that of the eighty vene- 
rable and religions Presbyters, the chief of 
which were, Urbanus, Theodorus, and 
NMenedemus, who came to Nicomedia to 
complain to the Emperor Yalens of the 
Perſecutions they ſuffer'd by the Arrians 
on account of their ſteady Adherence to 
the Orthodox Faith, as ſettled in the Coun- 
cil of Nice ; but inſtead of being relieved, 
the Emperor, according to the Moderation 
of an Arrian, gave Orders to the Præfect 
Modeſtus, that he ſhould put every Soul 
of them to Death. But Moadeſtus fearing 
to do this openly, left it ſhould cauſe an 


(48) Zordmen, lib. 6. e. 18. Ed. Vul. 
O 2 Uproar 


( 


2 U ardiy der Infurreftion among the Peo- 
ple, convey'd them on Board a Ship, pre- 
tending they wexe to be baniſhed, or tranſ- 
ported; but gave ſecret Orders to the Sas 
hors, that when they were got to Sea, 
they ſhould ſet Fire to the Ship ; which 
they did, themſelyes eſcaping i in a Boat, 
and the Ship being left adrift, every Soul 

| periſhed on the Coaſt of Bithynia. 


* 


Theſe two, 1 pregnant Inſtances of 
Arrian Lenity, may teach the World 
what they muſt expe&, had they Power 
in their Hands, and that there muſt be 
ſome latent Deſign, ſome ſuch ſecret In- 
tention lurk under their Complaint, and 
moſt unneceſſary arguing for Liberty, at 
ſuch a Time, when they do ſo plentifully 
enjoy it, the Nature of the Thing does 
but too plainly inſinuate; for this has al- 
ways becn, and is now the Occaſion, of 

all Twmults, Violence, Riots, and Diſar- 
ders, and was ever made uſe of in De- 
fence of Reſſſtance and Rebellion , altho? 
this at laſt turns to their Deſtruction, by 


T1603 uy * Pro- 


| * *. 
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provoking the Government they oppoſe 9 
murmur againſt, to Seyerities, and wol- 
ving themſelyes and others in the moſt” 
pernicious and 128 oe that - 

can be. * | ” » | 4 * 


"For cbull 9 Ani ere ant 
into Power, to which a ee n 4 — " 
e Way, it is 


for Liberty is always made 
to be fear'd, that Power'would be mote 
abus d, in rigid Per ſecut ing Meaſures Maigft 
thoſe that live under it, than Liberty ever 
yet could ſuffer under any legal Limita- 


tions or Reſtraints. 1 : 
' * 


Now, as ſuch a wide, licentzous Notion 
of Liberty, that without regard to Laws, 
muſt allow Men to do what they pleaſe, 
is deſtruct ive of all Government, evermore 
diſturbs the Peace, and ends finally in the 
Ruin of the People: So likewiſe ſuch 
wild Notjons in Religion, eſpecially in the 
Chriſtian Profeſſion, ſap the Foundations 
of Moralizy ; Infidelity and Immuorality 
bein g acts the Product of a vitiated 

a N Faith, 
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, —4 he a de 


d ee a ny a” Notiow''of 
; that he had no ſooner taught that 
1 1 of the Wer — he 9 to deny 
een ere and — them to 

emordifiace Gratification of their Luſts 

an Patche; and to this end publiſhed 
nie Than, Piet, as Hiſtorians tell us, 
more led and debauch'd than the moſt 
dne Verſes of the infumeus Poet Sa- 


* 6 | a 


And indev'ic cannot well be otherwiſe; 
| for whet! the Author of any Religion is 
beliey'd to be merely human, it enervates 
© the Authority of bis Pyerepte, and all his 


Lavs, (ſuchi excepted that fall in with the 
corrupt Inelinations of Mankind) are en- 


1 ey Joſt, as to their Efficacy, their Pre- 


_—_— 
. lee os Hid:" IIb. 6, c. 14. Ed. Vol; 65 
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5 Y crates Eee. Hiſt. lib. 1. e. 6, Ed. Vul. vd de 
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valeucy, and Power ; and a6 Sana - 
iſin but too ſoon ſucceeded the Arrian 
Hereſy, ſo ſo the Succeſs, and mighty Pro 
greſo it has made in the Ears rd. i is 
owing to nothing more, than its ind 
its Profeſſors in thoſe canal Gratzfications, 

which are known to he extremely vicigus = 
and immoral, and below the Dignity af 

Human Nature; it being nodifligult mgt- 
ter to gain Proſeiyres, When the Wicked . 
neſs of the World, and the Inflrrutons - 


| Way. 


PS. 
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If derer we would chal this any | 


ing Evil, and put a ſtop to thoſe Miſchiefs 
that evidently flow from it, inſtead of puze | 
zling the Truth with obſcure Notions, or 


impairing it by artful frivolous Diſt ine. 


tions ; inſtead of corrupting the Seriprures. 
by falſe Glaſſet, or abuſing it by fore d, 
iucoberent, and untvarrantable Iuterpre- 
tations, we ought carneſtly to contend for 
the F. aith once deliver d to the Saints, to 
aſſert and vindicate the Divinity of our 
Re- 
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1 the better to Salbe the ob- 
ſervation of his Pret epts, ard to add to 
the Validicy of his Laws; fot if we are 
. perſuade that. Chriſt was Very God, and 
Kees dr Faith in this reſpect inviolate, 
| aifiſhaken, and unte prov'd, Loveyil 
Hillel more effectually govern, influence,” * 
and dire our Con ſtiencet and our Prace 
var; fr undoubtedly rrue Religion is the 
| beſt Riidazivr er all-Mordligg'; but th 
73 e in inte 
but being” gan, i there can 0 0 true 
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